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Weather Cancellation Policy 
If the Synagogue needs to close 

for inclement weather, notification 

will be done via WTNH Channel 

8, NBC Connecticut Channel 6, 

and WFSB Channel 3. Emails will 

be sent to the entire Congregation 

if the building is closing. For 

school closing information, the 

same forms of notification will be 

used: e-mail, WTNH Channel 8, 

NBC Connecticut Channel 6 and 

WFSB Channel 3.  (Note: Look 

for YAHAD of Woodbridge.)  

Notification will be made by 8:00 

am on Sundays. If the Bethany, 

Orange, Woodbridge, Amity 

school system closes early on 

Wednesday, Hebrew school will 

be cancelled. If BOWA, does not 

cancel on a Wednesday due to 

timing of the storm and we must, 

we will follow the same procedure 

as Sundays: an e-mail will be sent 

to all parents.  The closing will be 

posted on WTNH Channel 8, 

NBC Connecticut Channel 6, and 

WFSB Channel 3.  

 

A DOUBLE-MITZVAH! 

A “double-mitzvah” was celebrated at Congregation Or Shalom.  The evening featured a 

celebration of Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus’ 40 years of service as our spiritual leader, as well 

as a mortgage-burning ceremony.  Our congregation is now debt-free! Our longtime 

member and past-president, Linda Zwerdling, along with her family, recently paid off 

the Synagogue’s mortgage. The Zwerdlings dedicated their generous gift to the memory 

of Marty Zwerdling, Linda’s husband.  Mitch Goldblatt, Selectman of Orange, read  

citations and greetings to Rabbi Wainhaus from Jim Zeoli, Orange’s First Selectman, 

Senator Richard Blumenthal and House Representative Rosa DeLauro. Speakers  

included our  President, Bob Spaulding and two of the Rabbi’s past students, Rabbi 

Marissa James and Jesse Sachs, who focused on the Rabbi’s life-changing influence. 

Nancy Kline and Barbara Blosveren spoke about their personal relationships with the 

Rabbi and all the mitzvahs he has performed over the years.  Rabbi Richard Eisenberg of 

Congregation Rodeph Shalom and Father Peter Orfanakos of St. Barbara Greek  

Orthodox Church provided moving invocations and blessings. It was a wonderful  

evening, and enjoyed by all.   
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Congregation Or Shalom’s  

Guiding Principles: 

To serve as a vibrant center for the practice and 

teaching of Conservative Judaism; to create a 

spiritual and social atmosphere in which Congregants 

feel part of a larger Synagogue family.  

Lighting Shabbat Candles 

A Peaceful Way to Usher in the Sabbath 
It is customary to light candles Friday evening in the home 

for Shabbat approximately 18 minutes prior to sunset. Here 

are candle lighting times for January – February in  

Greater New Haven: 

   
January       6 4:20p.m.   
January       13 4:27p.m.   
January       20 4:35p.m.   
January       27 4:44p.m.   
February     3 4:52p.m.  
February     10 5:01p.m.  
February     17 5:10p.m.  
February     24 5:18p.m. 

 
TODAH RABAH: 

To: Ileane Kaczynski and Fern Tausig for leading 
the book discussions in November & December.  
 

To: Elizabeth Ewen for helping with Yahad  
Hebrew School.  
 
To: Larry Lambert who was our photographer at  
the party for Rabbi’s 40 years anniversary party 
and mortgage burning celebration.   
 

To: Gordon Lann, Ileane Kaczynski, Robin  
Ben-Eli, Jayne Markman, Sherri Swinkin, Evan 
& Ronda London, Barbara Block, Abby  
Goldblatt,  Patti Hollander, Fern Tausig, Marsha 
Cohen, Eve Volk, Mary Jane Remz and Rachel 
Steigleder for doing a great job on the party for 
Rabbi’s 40 years and mortgage burning  
celebration.   
 

To: The Men’s Club, Tracy & Helen Selmon, 
Bob Spaulding and Harvey Remz for helping 
make Kristallnacht a success.   
 
To: Dara Brosler for cooking the food for the  
Sisterhood paid-up membership dinner.   

Shabbat Services: In-person & Zoom 
Please join us  

Fridays @ 7:30 pm 
Saturdays @ 9:30 am  

Check your email for links  
or call the office 

203.799.2341 

Help the Synagogue’s Fundraising  
Effort Without Spending Money or Volunteering 

Do you shop at ShopRite, Stop & Shop or Big Y? Most of 
us do, even if it is for a few things.  Do you buy gas at Stop 
& Shop? Many of us do that too.  Then you can help Or 
Shalom raise money with very little effort on your part. Just 
buy gift cards from Or Shalom and use them to shop at 
ShopRite, Stop & Shop or Big Y.  The gift cards are the 
same as cash and if you do not spend the entire value of the 
card, you get it back and can reuse it.  Or Shalom earns 5% 
on every card that you buy from us.  Gift Cards (Scrip) are 
available through the office, 203.799.2341 

IN MEMORIAM 
The entire Congregation wishes to extend its  

heartfelt condolences to the families of: 
 

Marilyn Stark beloved mother &  
mother-in-law of Barbara Block & Phil  

Greenberg and long time member 
 

Randall A. Kaufman beloved son of  
Michael Kaufman  

Or Shalom Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

10:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

Call us at 203-799-2341 

MILESTONES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Roz Klein joyfully announces the birth of her 
grandson, Forrest James, born to her son and 

daughter-in-law, Ryan & Arielle 
 

Marcy & Ira Zoock joyfully announce the birth of 
their grandson, Griffin Edward, born to their son 

and daughter-in-law, Jason & Krystal  
 

Judy Sprotzer joyfully announces the birth of her 
granddaughter, Maya Sprotzer-Perlin, born to her 

daughter and son-in-law, Elizabeth & Alex 
 

Sydney & Jason Brosler and Dara & Royce 
Brosler joyfully announce the birth of a new son    

and grandson, Ari Irwin. 
 



 

3 

 From the Rabbi… 

THE ESSENTIAL ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL 
I write these words as the 50th yahrzeit of 

Rabbi A. J. Heschel approaches. At the time 

of his passing in 1972, Rabbi Heschel was 

regarded as one of the foremost, if not the 

foremost, non-orthodox Jewish thinker in the 

world. Rabbi Heschel, who miraculously es-

caped the Holocaust, descend-

ed from an illustrious line of ultra-Orthodox Polish Hasid-

ic rabbis.  In America, he gravitated to the relatively new 

movement of Conservative Judaism whose aim was - and 

in a sense still is - to bridge the gap between the old-

world Yiddishkeit of millions of Eastern European Jews 

and Americanism. Indeed, it was partly with that in mind 

that Rabbi Heschel was engaged by the Jewish Theologi-

cal Seminary, Conservative Judaism’s major school of 

rabbinic learning.  For 26 years he served as Professor of 

Jewish Ethics and Mysticism at the Seminary.  

On a personal note, Heschel’s thought had a profound and 

truly formative impact on me in my 20’s, when I was try-

ing to forge a path for myself in the non-Orthodox Jewish 

world. 

Rabbis of all stripes across the globe, this year, are devot-

ing sermons and articles to Rabbi Heschel’s legacy. 

I thought I’d participate in this celebration by laying out 

Heschel’s thought in essence, via his most quotable 

quotes (which I’ve adapted and at times paraphrased). 

I’ve provided an introduction to each quote.  

The starting point of Heschel’s thought is Jewish spiritu-

ality and prayer in the modern age. Regarding this, 

Heschel writes: 

“Our goal should be to live life in amazement – to look at 

the world in a way that takes nothing for granted. Jewish 

spirituality begins with the inconceivable surprise of be-

ing alive. Prayer is, essentially, our humble answer to the 

surprise of living.” 

Now, by “prayer” Heschel was not referring to the rou-

tine, mechanical recitation of prayer he critically referred 

to as religious “behaviorism.” True to his Hasidic up-

bringing, Heschel believed that prayers and rituals ought 

to be spiritual events; “moments of holiness” infused with 

emotional spontaneity.   

And for Heschel, the time par excellence for experiencing 

holiness and engaging in heartfelt prayer is the Sabbath, 

Shabbat.  Regarding the meaning of Shabbat in the mod-

ern age, Heschel wrote: 

“...In the tempestuous ocean of time and toil there is an 
island of stillness where one may enter a harbor and re-

claim one’s dignity...Six days a week we wrestle with the 
world, wringing profit from the earth; on the Sabbath we 
cultivate the soul. …The Sabbath is the presence of God 
in the world.” 

But Heschel’s spiritual outlook on life led him not only to 

the synagogue and Jewish ritual; it led him with equal 

passion to the unredeemed world we inhabit. Heschel be-

lieved deeply that the quest for holiness leads inevitably 

not only to prayer and ceremony, but to holy deeds in the 

world outside the sanctuary.  In fact, Heschel be-

lieved that religion and prayer are meaningless if 

they don’t propel us toward the performance of righteous 

acts. He would often say:  

 “Judaism begins not with a leap of faith, but with a leap 

of action …For after all, “there is one question that en-

compasses everything we face in life: And that question 

is: What am I here for?”  For Heschel, the answer was 

unequivocal: Invoking the immortal words of Micah, the 

biblical prophet, he would say, “We are here to fulfill the 

words of Micah:  

“It has been shown to you O humankind, what is good, 

and what the Lord asks of you: only to do justly, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with God” 

 Amplifying Micah’s emphasis on the value of loving-

kindness, Hesed, Heschel would remark in his later 

years:  

“When I was young, I admired clever people. Now that I 

am old, I admire kind people.” 

And to Micah’s ideal of “doing justice,” Heschel added 

the idea of social conscience, commenting:  

 “Indifference to evil is more insidious than evil itself; it 

is more universal, more contagious, more dangerous. It is 

a silent justification enabling evil to be accepted and be-

come the rule …With regard to the wrongs committed in 

society, some are guilty, but we ALL are responsible.” 

 Indeed, it was Heschel’s acute sense of justice that 

prompted him to send an urgent telegram to President 

John F. Kennedy during the struggle for civil rights in this 

country. At the time, Kennedy was trying to avert Rev. 

Martin Luther King's upcoming demonstration in Wash-

ington against racial segregation. Responding to an invita-

tion to participate in a prayer gathering at the White 

House, Heschel changed the subject by writing:   

 

Continued on page 5 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabbalah
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From the President…. 
As I pen this, 2022 will end in a couple 
of weeks and we’ll be off and running 
with 2023. When reflecting over the last 
year, I think our synagogue has a lot to 
be thankful for. Our gratitude, with 
good reason, extends to every member 
of our community and our office staff 
who contribute to Or Shalom's admin-
istration, operations, safety, and welfare 

in so many diverse yet distinctive ways. It is through con-
tributions of time and self, of prosocial giving, that we may 
feel good about ourselves and our synagogue. Here are just 
some examples… 
 
To Rachel and Ileane who keep the synagogue’s essential 
wheels of administration and operation turning and ulti-
mately make our activities come to fruition.  

To Jim our custodian who keeps our building and grounds 
in pristine fashion. The shine from our social hall floors, 
classrooms, and hallways never ceases to amaze and the 
grounds have never been so neat and tidy. 

To Marie, Donna, and Karen, our food service team, who 
make weekend onegs and kiddushim, special events, and 
even our gala something special. And thank you for all that 
you do beyond food service by itself. 

To all those who thoughtfully planned for, facilitated, exe-
cuted, and attended our November 19th gala celebrating 
Rabbi Wainhaus’ 40 years as our spiritual leader; and the 
Zwerdling family for a very generous donation allowing us 
to burn the mortgage. What a resounding success! 

To all our YAHAD teachers, Wendy Severs, Brendan Cas-
sidy, and Deborah Edery who so capably educate our most 
precious resource, our children, in the ways of our tradition. 

To Eric Severs for volunteering to design our future web-
site. Stay tuned in the front half of 2023 to see the results! 

To all the Town of Orange houses of worship who are par-
ticipating in the Congregations of Orange Collaboration, 
and especially to Nancy Kline who has served as the de 
facto chairperson of this august group focused on commu-
nal social action. 

To all our board and committee members, past and present, 
who give their time and energy to making things happen. It 
is your leadership that keeps us moving forward and we are 
so grateful. 

To Harry Rosenberg and the entire Membership committee 
for picking up the ball and running with it.  

To our newest members who bring with them their unique 
stories of family, background, and experience that can only 
enrich the inclusivity and diversity of our congregation. We 
thank you for joining the family. 

To the Social Action committee for fostering a wide 
spectrum of activities and projects that help make our 
world a better place. You guys rock! 

To our prayer leaders, gabbaim, and teen cantors who 
add so much to the participatory flavor and 
“heimishness” of our weekend and morning minyan 
services. And thank you Fern for all that you do with 
gabbaim scheduling. 

To our Finance committee, Kim Formica, and Mark 
Franzman who perform yeoman service creating our 
annual budget. The financial basis for every fiscal year 
starts with your efforts and we are the better for it. 

To our Fundraising committee for putting together our 
events to raise some cash and have fun doing it.  

Thank you, Linda Towbin, our parliamentarian, who 
keeps our board on the right side of Robert’s Rules. 

To our Sisterhood and Men’s Club for bringing us so 
many events and activities that contribute to the engage-
ment of our members. Keep those cookouts and con-
certs coming! 

To Jimmy Shure and the complete staff of Robert E. 
Shure Funeral Home for great generosity and service to 
our community. Your care and compassion are greatly 
appreciated. 

To Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus who warrants our deepest 
thanks and respect for all that has been given over the 
years…it goes beyond words.  

And to all those many people and tasks that I’ve not 
mentioned, thank you! We are a community because of 
each of you and your participation.  

It is with sincere gratitude that I applaud all of you. May 
2023 be a year of health and happiness for all of us. 
 
B’shalom, 

 
 

 

Bob 

MEN’S CLUB HAPPENINGS 

SAVE THE DATE 

Men’s Club Paid Up Dinner January 12 at 6:30 pm 

Please look for your evite and eblast with more info 

Men’s Club Happy Hour 

January 13 from 6-7 and services starting at 7:00pm 

More info to come.   
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It is hard to believe, but we are half way through our 

school year.  The students are continuing with their 

classroom studies each week.  In addition, the 5th 

and 6th graders attend Minyan in-person each Sun-

day and Rabbi leads Tefilah for the 1st-4th graders 

every week.  On Wednesday he leads Shirah for the 

3rd-7th graders.  We held our annual Hanukkah Cel-

ebration on December 18th, enjoying several activi-

ties including candle making, bingo, making and 

playing dreidel, filling sufganiyot (jelly donuts) , and 

eating latkes. We move our location to B’nai Jacob 

on January 22.  Please check your emails for more 

information about the change.  Our next Shabbat 

school is on Friday, February 10, with a pajama 

themed evening.  More information to come.  

Save the date for a joint Shabbat dinner and service 

at COS with CBJ.  

Rabbi’s Column continued from page 3.  

“Dear Mr. President… We forfeit the right to worship 

God as long as we continue to humiliate Black Ameri-

cans. I propose that you, Mr. President: Declare a state 

of moral emergency; the hour calls for moral grandeur 

and spiritual audacity.” 

Heschel’s righteous indignation ultimately led him 

to march arm in arm with Dr. M. L. King in protest 

against the dehumanizing Jim Crow laws of the South. 

After marching in the iconic march from Selma to 

Montgomery, Alabama, he was asked how he felt dur-

ing that pivotal event. Heschel replied, famously: “I felt 

that my feet were praying!” 

Heschel was a great believer in “Netzach Yisrael,” the 

“Eternity of Israel.”  He believed that as one identifies 

with the Jewish people, one takes on an aspect of eterni-

ty. Belonging to the people of Israel, he felt, especially 

in the light of the unparalleled adversity our people has 

faced, “is in itself a spiritual act.” I initially titled this 

piece “THE ESSENTIAL HESCHEL” because I in-

tended it as a brief synopsis of Heschel’s thinking. But 

now, as I sign off, I see something else in that title: It 

occurs to me that Heschel’s message was never more 

needed, never more essential!  

Zichrono Livracha! 

May his memory continue as a blessing!  

With Shalom,  

 

 

Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus 

Ms. Sarah Moskowitz of 

Tower One instructs the 

YAHAD classes on histo-

ry and meaning of the 

Tzitzit, the Tallis, and 

shows them how to 

create the Tzitzit. 

 Pictured left is Caden 

Escalante and below is 

Elizabeth Scates making 

their Tzizit.   
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Thursday January 19th at 7:00 pm 
Trust by Hernan Diaz 
Discussion led by Caryl Winter 
Even through the roar and effervescence of 
the 1920s, everyone in New York has heard 
of Benjamin and Helen Rask. He is a legend-
ary Wall Street tycoon; she is the daughter of 
eccentric aristocrats. Together, they have ris-
en to the very top of a world of seemingly 
endless wealth—all as a decade of excess and 
speculation draws to an end. But at what cost have they ac-
quired their immense fortune? This is the mystery at the cen-
ter of Bonds, a successful 1937 novel that all of New York 
seems to have read. Yet there are other versions of this tale 
of privilege and deceit. Hernan Diaz’s TRUST elegantly 
puts these competing narratives into conversation with one 
another—and in tension with the perspective of one woman 
bent on disentangling fact from fiction. The result is a novel 
that spans over a century and becomes more exhilarating 
with each new revelation.  At once an immersive story and a 
brilliant literary puzzle, TRUST engages the reader in a 
quest for the truth while confronting the deceptions that of-
ten live at the heart of  personal relationships, the reality-
warping force of capital, and the ease with which power can 
manipulate facts . All are welcome. Please call the office  
203.799.2341  for Zoom Link. 

Thursday February 16th at 7:00 pm 
Tomorrow, And Tomorrow, And  
Tomorrow  by Gabrielle Zevin 
Discussion led by Sarah Darer 

In this exhilarating novel by the best-
selling author of The Storied Life of 
A. J. Fikry, two friends—often in love, 
but never lovers—come together as cre-
ative partners in the world of video game design, 
where success brings them fame, joy, tragedy, duplic-
ity, and, ultimately, a kind of immortality. On a bitter-
cold day, in the December of his junior year at Har-
vard, Sam Masur exits a subway car and sees, amid 
the hordes of people waiting on the platform, Sadie 
Green. He calls her name. For a moment, she pretends 
she hasn’t heard him, but then, she turns, and a game 
begins: a legendary collaboration that will launch 
them to stardom.  They borrow money, beg favors, 
and, before even graduating college, they have creat-
ed their first blockbuster, Ichigo: a game where play-
ers can escape the confines of a body and the betray-
als of a heart, and where death means nothing more 
than a chance to restart and play again. This is the 
story of the perfect worlds Sam and Sadie build, the 
imperfect world they live in, and of everything that 
comes after success: Money. Fame. Duplicity. Trage-
dy.  Spanning thirty years, from Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, to Venice Beach, California, and lands in 
between and far beyond, Gabrielle Zevin’s Tomor-
row, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow is a dazzling and 
intricately imagined novel that examines the multifar-
ious nature of identity, games as artform, technology 
and the human experience, disability, failure, the re-
demptive possibilities in play, and above all, our need 
to connect: to be loved and to love. All are welcome. 
Please call the office  203.799.2341  for Zoom Link. 

Sisterhood had a wonderful paid-up membership 
dinner in October with about 60 people. Falafel, Is-
raeli salads and soup prepared by Dara Brosler were 
enjoyed by all. 
 
The sisterhood service will be held Friday evening, 
January 27 at 7:30 pm, both by zoom and in person. 
It is being coordinated by Linda Zwerdling and Lin-
da Philips.  All members are welcome to participate- 
parts are available in both Hebrew and English. The 
snow date is February 3. Please contact Linda 
Philips by phone at 203-298-9319 or 
email linny66@optonline.net if you want a ride or if 
you will be coming, so we have enough dessert for 
the Oneg. 
 
We are also re-starting our weekly maj jongg game 
on most Thursday afternoons, from 1:30-3:30. All 
skill levels are welcome.  
Contact Lauren Seplowitz at 203-877-0510 if you’d 
like to play! 
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THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE/SAC 
 

SAC carries out many one-time and ongoing activities to support our local Jewish and non-Jewish communities. There are 
many ways for you to help out! We are always looking for new volunteers, new ideas, and new projects. Please contact 
our chair Nancy Kline at nancykline@gmail.com or one of the activity leads identified below.  
 

MITZVAH of the MONTH January we are collecting, coats, hats and sweats.  In February we are colleting socks and 
mittens.  Thank you to everyone who contributed non-perishable food through the fall months.  This is an ongoing need 
not just at holiday time.   Please bring your donations to the Tzedakah box in the Or Shalom lobby. My Sister’s Place, a 
woman’s shelter in Ansonia, accepts donations of books and toys.   
 

PULL TABS for the RONALD McDONALD HOUSE in New Haven. We collect pull tabs to donate to the Ronald 
McDonald House in New Haven. The house hosts families of children who are being cared for at Yale New Haven Hos-
pital and allows families to stay close to their children during hospitalization. The pull tabs can come from cans of soda, 
beer, cat or dog food, sardines, soup, beans, fruit, etc. - any size tabs, any color, any metal.  Deposit them in the small 
decorated box that hangs over the edge of our Tzedakah box in the Or Shalom lobby.  Collect them from family and 
friends, too!  Contact Lauren Seplowitz at lseplowitz@gmail.com if you have any questions.  
 

KNITTERS! We provide knitted hats for adult and children/infant patients at Yale New Haven Hospital and are always 
looking for new knitters to join in. We've also had a request for blankets. Please see https://www.loomahat.com/ on 
YouTube for beginners' looming hats.  For further information or to donate acrylic and/or lighter weight cotton yarn, 
please contact Ruby Benarroch, rbenarroch@juno.com. 
 

D.E.S.K., the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen in New Haven. We are not currently serving meals at D.E.S.K., as we 
used to do. But D.E.S.K. needs ongoing help with delivering groceries, packing groceries, and distributing meals to those 
it serves. They also always need men’s large clothing, back packs or roller luggage, toiletries, menstrual products, and 
non-perishable food. You can leave any of these items in the Tzedakah box at the synagogue. For more information, con-
tact SAC member Roz Klein at kleinroz228@gmail.com.  
 

SPOONER HOUSE. Spooner House is a shelter for homeless men, women, and children.  Located in Shelton, the shel-
ter serves people in New Haven and upper Fairfield Counties. SAC provides an evening meal for Spooner House resi-
dents on the third Sunday of every month year round.  Anyone who would like to participate in this mitzvah is encour-
aged to partner with friends to cook and deliver a meal for approximately 20-25 adults or to purchase prepared food at 
Big Y across the street from the shelter and deliver the meal. There is a separate Spooner House collection box in the Or 
Shalom lobby to gather foods that Spooner House needs for its community food bank. For more information, contact 
Ruby Benarroch at rbenarroch@juno.com. NOTE: Both D.E.S.K., www.deskct.org, and Spooner House, 
www.actspooner.org, have wish lists on their websites identifying items you can purchase via AmazonSmile. Each site 
also offers suggestions for other ways to make donations. Please consider helping! 
 

CHESED PROJECT is a network of SAC volunteers who provide assistance to Or Shalom members facing difficulties 
related to health, loss, or other life issues. Activities include making friendly phone calls to members who are home-
bound and delivering a challah and Shabbat candles to members sitting Shiva. If you know someone who could use such 
help or would like to volunteer to help with the Chesed Project, please contact one of our project coordinators: Minna 
Kaufman, minna@optonline.net, or Barbara Blosveren, barbarablosveren@gmail.com. 
 

SANDWICH BRIGADE.  On the fourth Sunday of most months, a group of SAC volunteers gathers at Or Shalom to 
make sandwiches for delivery to the Beth El Shelter in Milford. It's a fun way to help the needy and a very sociable gath-
ering. The time flies by. For more information or to volunteer your time, contact Irene Lebov at iclebov@yahoo.com. 
  

CONGREGATIONS OF ORANGE COLLABORATIVE/COC. Initiated by SAC, the COC consists of members 
from our SAC and other social action groups from the eight houses of worship in Orange. Our mission is "Together 
Helping Others". Our vision is grounded in the spirit of repairing the world by encouraging social action projects to im-
prove the quality of life for people in need, strengthening relationships with our fellow congregants, and creating oppor-
tunities for our congregation to work with other congregations on mutual community service projects. Tour De Faith in 
October was well attended and we will repeat this event with two other congregations, more info to come.   In December  
we had “Pop the Trunk” for Food2Kids, helping replenish snacks for students to bring home.  If you'd like to get in-
volved in COC or have an idea for a community activity the group might be able to do, please contact Lauren Seplowitz 
at lseplowitz@gmail.com.  
 

JCARR. The Jewish Community Alliance for Refugee Resettlement is a partnership of six New Haven area synagogues 
(Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel, Congregation B’nai Jacob, Congregation Mishkan Israel, Congregation Or Shalom, 
Temple Emanuel, and Temple Beth David) and the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven. As a co-sponsor with IRIS 
(Integrated Refugee and Immigration Services), the principal refugee resettlement agency in Connecticut, JCARR helps 
new refugee and immigrant families resettle in our community. Because it costs about $23,000 to settle a new family, 
fund-raising is an ongoing process. For more information or to volunteer your time, contact Nancy Kline at  
nancykline@gmail.com. To make a financial contribution, contact Jean Silk, JCARR Coordinator, at jsilk@jewishnewhaven.org.  
Or send your check payable to the Jewish Federation with "JCARR" in the memo line to the Jewish Federation, 360 Amity Road, 
Woodbridge, CT 06525. Attention: Amy Holtz. 

mailto:nancykline@gmail.com
mailto:lseplowitz@gmail.com
https://www.loomahat.com/
mailto:rbenarroch@juno.com
mailto:rbenarroch@juno.com
http://www.deskct.org
http://www.actspooner.org
mailto:minna@optonline.net
mailto:barbarablosveren@gmail.com
mailto:iclebov@yahoo.com
mailto:lseplowitz@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Elaine/Documents/Social%20Action%20Committee/ENews%20Articles/nancykline@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Elaine/Documents/Social%20Action%20Committee/ENews%20Articles/jsilk@jewishnewhaven.org
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Happy New Year!  

How can you help Congregation Or Shalom 

in 2023? Make a donation to our  

Annual Campaign.   

We only have 45 % participation from our 

membership.  

$32,960 OF OUR $40,000 GOAL 
The Annual Campaign allows us to keep our membership 

dues low by distributing the financial burden voluntarily 

to those who may be better able to afford a higher finan-

cial commitment and lessens the burden on those who 

cannot as easily participate. 

We continue to find ourselves in unprecedented times 

with the continuation of financial challenges for many 

people within our community.  To ensure that we can 

continue to minimize our membership dues increases 

while at the same time maintain the highest level of ser-

vices and programming for our congregation, we needed 

to establish a very lofty goal for the 2022/2023 Annual 

Campaign.  For the first time in several years, we need-

ed to increase our goal by over 10% to $40,000.   

Presently, we have received pledges for 83% of the 

goal – so we are getting close!  However, we have re-

ceived participation from only 45% of the congregation.  

The Annual Campaign Committee asks that you search 

your hearts and your souls to please contribute as you see 

fit.  Every contribution is important, no matter the 

amount.  Every contribution helps bring us closer to our 

goal. 

Note, for now we are just looking for your pledge.  Your 

payments can be spread out through the remainder of the 

synagogue’s fiscal year (ending June 30, 2023). Thank 

you in advance for your participation and generous con-

tributions. (List to right is as of 12/12/2022) 

2022/2023 

Annual Campaign  

Oneg Shabbat, “Joy of Sabbath” The 

Beverly Levy Early Learning Center 

classrooms meet on Friday mornings 

to celebrate Oneg Shabbat with 

members of the Jewish Community.  

Rabbi Wainhaus joined them with 

our “little” member Meri Severs.   



 

11 

 

GENERAL FUND 
In Appreciation: 
Marilyn Goodless; David & Sharon Becker; 
Louis & Diane Landman; The Blume family 
To: Rose Goldstein Happy Birthday 
      From: Marilyn Goodless 
To: Marianne & Jim Cherrone in memory of 
your beloved father Robert Weiss 
       From: Larry & Sheila Merriam 
To: Rabbi Wainhaus in honor of your 40th 
year celebration, a donation for the restoration 
of the Pidhaitsi Synagogue 
       From: Ruby Benarroch 
In honor of my beloved sister Shirley; in 
memory of my beloved brother-in-law Howard 
z’l 
    From: Judah Rosner 
To: Bruce Simons Mazel Tov on the Bar  
Mitzvah of your grandson Ethan Nitkowski 
      From: Marsha & John Gell 
To: Barbara Block & family in memory of  
beloved mother Marilyn Stark 
      From: Katie, Howie & Noah Dietch 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Appreciation: 
Gordon & Lila Fain; Barbara Lieberman;  
Sheldon & Gerri Natkin; Nancy & Martin Katz 
To: Laura & Cliff Skolnick Mazel Tov on your 
daughter Rachel’s marriage to Adam Brown 
To: Harriet & Fred Ledewitz with gratitude & 
affection 
To: Irma & Joel Nesson with appreciation 
To: Joan Jacobson Zamore with appreciation 
      From: Linda Towbin 
To: Dr. Leon Kohane in memory of your  
beloved parents Michael & Sabrina Kohane 
      From: Gordon & Lila Fain 
In memory of my beloved mother Eleanor  
Ladin 
      From: Leslie Wasserman 
In memory of my beloved mother Eva  
Wasserman 
      From: Joel Wasserman 
To: Barbara Block & family in memory of  
beloved mother Marilyn Stark 
      From: Dale Hurwitz 
To: Jane Kasper in honor of your  
granddaughter Phoebe’s Bat Mitzvah 
      From: Jan & Steve Miller 
MORNING MINYAN FUND 
To: Barbara Block & family in memory of  

beloved mother Marilyn Stark 
       From: Mitch & Abby Goldblatt 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
To: Sharon Litvinoff in memory of beloved mother Mona 
Hurwitz 
To: Heinke Lillenstein in memory of beloved  
brother-in-law George Lillenstein 
To: Kas Asher wishing you good health 
To: Elaine & Sid Klein Mazel Tov on your grandson’s  
Bar Mitzvah 
      From: Civianne & Eric Bloch 
To: Michael Kaufman in memory of your beloved son 
Randall A. Kaufman  
      From: Brenda & Robert Brenner  
ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
To: Barbara Block & family in memory of beloved  
mother, mother-in-law & grandmother Marilyn Stark 
      From: Isabelle Sanchez 
YOUTH FUND 
A donation from the Fred & Lorraine M. Kelman Family 
Fund 
To: Mitch Goldblatt Happy 65th birthday 
      From: Loel & Ruth Goldblatt 
To: Jane Kasper in honor of your granddaughter  
Phoebe’s Bat Mitzvah 
      From: Doreen Testa 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 
In memory of beloved great aunt Vera Bernhard  
(a Prayerbook) 
    From: Barbara Goodstein 
YAHRZEIT FUND IN MEMORY OF: 
Hyman Leben beloved father-in-law of Irene Leben 
Diana Weinberg beloved mother of David Berg 
Sol Weich beloved grandfather of Mitch & Abby  
Goldblatt 
Pearle Saresky beloved mother-in-law of Steve Zamkov 
Anna Novitch beloved mother of Howard Novitch 
Benjamin Markman beloved father of Wes Markman 
Victor Deutch beloved father of Gladys  
Horowitz 
Ronnie Ferguson beloved son-in-law of Deeva Laubstein 
Earl Slusky beloved husband of Carole Slusky 
Lew Bufferd beloved father of Leslie Bufferd 
Michael Rossman beloved father of Kim  
Formica 
Miriam Slater beloved sister of Larry Lambert 
Gerald Livers beloved son of Renee Livers 
Karen Marsh beloved wife of Herbert Marsh 
Alan Sommers beloved father of Phil Sommers 
Kenneth Ceppos beloved father of Rona Ceppos 

Helen Camhi beloved mother of Phyllis Flaks 
Zelda Walman beloved mother of Sidney Horowitz 
Dr. Robert Aaronson beloved husband of Susan 
Aaronson 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Sadie Kisner beloved mother-in-law of Annette 
Kisner 
Esther Weissman beloved aunt of Larry  
Lambert 
Dora Zygelman beloved mother of Leo  
Zygelman 
Barry Goldblatt beloved husband of Deeva 
Laubstein 
Bernard & Glenda Salzman beloved parents of 
Cheri Charney 
Yale Matzkin beloved father of Carol M.  
Kaufman 
Robert Aaronson beloved father of Lauren 
Sachs & family 
Stanley P. Darer beloved father of Sarah  
Darer 
Robert Hollander beloved father of Seth  
Hollander 
Isie Goldstein beloved father of Linda Towbin 
Arthur Schpero beloved brother-in-law of Edith 
Schpero 
Rhoda Benjamin beloved wife of Don  
Benjamin 
Rose & Samuel Benjamin beloved parents of 
Don Benjamin 
Betty Sommers beloved mother-in-law of  
Marilyn Sommers 
Joseph Hoch beloved father & father-in-law of 
Lisa & Michael Schwartz 
Richard Singer beloved nephew of Annette  
Kisner 
Carmen Singer beloved niece of Annette  
Kisner 
Louis Indeck beloved father of Keith &  
Bonnie Indeck 
Henry Kirchheimer beloved father of Bonnie & 
Keith Indeck 
Sabina Richman beloved sister of Joel Young 
Clara Tinter beloved mother of Alan L. Tinter 
Phyllis Strumpf beloved wife of Manny 
Strumpf 
Bernard & Glenda Salzman beloved parents of 
Lynda Mettler 
Barry Goldblatt beloved father of Mitch &  
Abby Goldblatt 
Sophie Schoen beloved mother of Beverly  
Propen 
Natalie Zwerdling beloved mother-in-law of 
Linda Zwerdling 
Charles Isenberg beloved husband of Rhea Paul 
Mayor Paul beloved brother of Rhea Paul 
Iris Eikins beloved mother of Eileen Torow 
Ida Slusky beloved mother-in-law of Carole 
Slusky 
Freda Merriam beloved aunt of Larry  

"COFFEE & … LEARN!"  

WITH RABBI  

ALVIN WAINHAUS   
On Wednesday mornings, 11 am-noon, we gather 

to explore the ancient texts of our tradition and the 

light they shed on the issues of our own day. Past 

topics have included: “Three Biblical Ideas that       

Changed the World;” “Bible Stories Your Rabbi/

Minister Hoped You Wouldn't Notice;” “Is the 

Tower of Babel Story a parable for Modern-Day 

America?” What Does the Bible Say about Kar-

ma?” “Understanding Judaism - & life – through 

the lens of the Kabbalah.”   

        Anyone interested is encouraged to attend, in 

person or via  zoom - either the entire series or  

specific topics. 

BRICK LIST 
REGULAR BRICKS  $5   SILVER  $7     

GOLD  $10   CHAI  $18 

Email Nancy Katz at nkatz411@gmail.com 
 
Chai Brick:   
To: Hillard and Robin Einbinder in memory of your 
beloved mother Gloria.  
From: Deneen and Gary Pearl 
 
General Brick: 
To: Dara and Royce Brosler mazel tov on the birth of 
your grandson Ari 
To: Barbara Block, in memory of your beloved  
mother Marilyn Stark 
From: Deneen and Gary Pearl 

Moved or changed your email address?  
Please contact the office and let us 
know.   

203.799.2341 

mailto:nkatz411@gmail.com
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Use Auto-Purchase for  
Monthly Grocery Gift Cards! 

Many Congregants have asked for it and now it is available.  
We know you want to support Or Shalom’s Gift Card program 
but don’t always remember.  So we are making it even easier. 
 

Use the form on the website to submit and sign up for 
monthly auto-purchase. On the first of each month, we will 
charge your credit card for the amount you specify and mail 
the gift cards (Stop & Shop, ShopRite or Big Y) to you.  All you 
need to do is email us confirmation that you received the 
cards! It is that easy! 
 

If you have any questions, contact Rachel  
or Ileane in the office for more 
information. 

Amazon SMILE 
Shopping Commission 

Shop Amazon.com using the link below and Or Shalom 
will receive a commission!  It is easy---no cards, no 
codes, no signing up. Just follow the link and shop! 

Click on this link to get started:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0874061 
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Come visit us  

Location:  

ShopRite,  

Garafalo Markets 

935 Boston Post Road 

Milford, CT 06460  

 

 

 

Scott Pearl, D.M.D.  

Order a Leaf on The Tree of Life celebrating  

Milestones, Simchas or someone special.   

Leaf type: 
Bronze $136 
Silver $254  
Gold $372 

If you or someone you know would like to place an ad 

here.  Call the Synagogue office for more information  

203.799.2341 
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