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MAZEL TOV LINDA ZWERDLING,
THIS YEAR’S SHOMREI-OR RECIPIENT!
Linda Zwerdling was born and raised in
New Haven. She and her beloved husband
Marty, of blessed memory, joined Congregation Or Shalom in1978 and celebrated
their son Marc’s Bar Mitzvah in 1989. (The
officiant at that event was a young Rabbi
Alvin Wainhaus.) Linda worked in the
Wallingford school system for 34 years as
an elementary and middle school teacher,
where she attained the position of “Master
Teacher.” While working full time, she decided to become active on two committees
in our congregation - the Education Committee and the Adult Education Committee.
Her dedication, creativity, people skills and
basic common sense – “Sekhel” - soon catapulted her to the Chairmanship of
the Adult Education Committee. In that capacity, she became one of the architects of Or Shalom’s famous “Kristallnacht Commemoration.” Indeed, it
was her initial contact with Sandra Roberts and the creators of the renowned
“Paper Clips” project in Whitwell, Tennessee, that launched our signature
annual event.
Continued on page 10

“The Extremes May Be Seductive,
We are changing things up for
the Summer. Friday Night
Shabbat Services will start at
7:30 pm starting June 7th. We
will continue this thru August,
with one exception, our Shabbat
on the Beach Service
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING OF
CONGREGATION OR SHALOM
MAY 20, 7:00 PM
WE WILL ALSO BE
HONORING THIS YEAR’S
SHOMREI OR AWARD
RECIPIENT.

but Wisdom Lies in the Middle:

What Does Torah Say about Instant Gratification vs. Restraint?”
Landwirth Memorial Guest Lecture Speaker: Rabbi Richard Eisenberg
Shavuot Night - Saturday, June 8th 7:30pm: Holiday
Service; 8-9pm: Torah study; Blintzes to follow!
“Torah”, the sacred values that gave birth to our people, is the focal point of Shavuot, the holiday that commemorates the day our ancestors received the Torah
from on High. Thus, Shavuot – especially Shavuot
night - has traditionally been observed as a time for
Torah study.
At our Shavuot study session, Rabbi Richard Eisenberg, a well-known and beloved teacher of Torah, will
explore: the modern
day challenge of pursuing a balanced life. He’ll address a question many ask:
“How can the Torah – Judaism - provide us with direction as we strive to
avoid the extreme and even compulsive behaviors that plague our society?
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Congregation Or Shalom’s
Guiding Principles:
To serve as a vibrant center for the practice and
teaching of Conservative Judaism; to create a
spiritual and social atmosphere in which
Congregants feel part of a larger Synagogue
family.

IN MEMORIAM
The entire Congregation wishes to extend its heartfelt
condolences to the families of:
Sarah Alexis Foster beloved daughter of Stuart Foster
Ronald Fox beloved father of Randi Slusky
David Davis beloved husband of Toni Davis

Rabbi’s Office Hours
Barring emergencies, the Rabbi keeps office
hours on Mondays from 8:30 am to noon, 4:00
pm to 6:00 p.m. and on Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.
until noon. Please feel free to schedule an
appointment with him. To schedule an
appointment, you can contact him at the office at
203-799-2341, on his personal phone number at
203-795-9815 or via email at
armwainhaus@gmail.com.

Lighting Shabbat Candles
A Peaceful Way to Usher in the Sabbath
It is customary to light candles Friday evening in the home
for Shabbat approximately 18 minutes prior to sunset. Here
are candle lighting times for May – June 2019 in Greater
New Haven:
May 3, 7:33 pm
May 10, 7:41 pm
May 17, 7:48 pm
May 24, 7:54 pm
May 31, 8:00 pm
June 7, 8:05 pm
June 14, 8:08 pm
June 21, 8:10 pm
June 28, 8:11 pm

Shabbat Services: Please join us
Friday @7:00 p.m. Saturday @ 9:30a.m.
Or Shalom Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Robert P. Spaulding beloved father of Bob Spaulding

MILESTONES IN OUR COMMUNITY
Marc & Barbara Blosveren joyfully announce the birth
of their granddaughter, Eloise, to their son &
daughter-in-law Josh & Brittany Blosveren

TODAH RABAH:
To: Dawn & Jon Malish, Jessica Glassman,
Patti Hollander, Ileane Mayer, Stacia Barry, Melanie
Selmon, Tiffany Katz, and MaryJane & Harvey Remz
for baking our delicious desserts for “Taste of Shabbat”
To: Jodie Viezel and Carol Berman for organizing
Shalach Manot bags. Ileane and Rachel for their
organizational support! Dara Brosler, Marsha Cohen,
Robin Fox, Bonnie Goldberg, Nancy Kline & Melissa
Viezel for assembling the packages! Stacia Barry, Dara
Brosler, Ed & Elyse Borsuk, Marsha Cohen, Robin
Fox, Mitch Goldblatt, Roger Hess, Seth Hollander, Nancy Kline, Bernice & Franklin Konowitz,
Gordon Lann, Evan London, Shari Mayerson, Gary
Michelson, Edina Oestreicher, Harry Rosenberg, Molly
Schpero, Bob Spaulding & Tova Clayman, Brad
Selmon, Linda Towbin & Eve Volk (and members of
their families) for delivering the packages.
To: The following people for assembling and/or
delivering the Yellow Candle packages: Mitch
Goldblatt, Yellow Candle Chair, Gary Michelson,
Men’s Club President, Marvin Jamron, Regina Wolf,
Harvey Remz, John Kelman, Jon Malish, Paul & Lorna
Pincus, Seth Hollander, Franklin Konowitz, Barry
Wasserman, Larry Lambert, Harry Rosenberg, Brad
Selmon, Tracy Selmon, Roger Tausig, Bob Oshrin and
Dara Brosler.
To: The Fundraising Committee for an entertaining
Mentalist Show: Gordon Lann, Ileane Kaczynski,
Roger Hess, Wes & Jane Markman, Evan London,
Michael & Robin Ben-Eli, Sherri Swinkin.
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From the Rabbi…
1,564 SILENT MESSENGERS
The following article will appear on Congregation Or Shalom’s website in time
for Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Memorial
Day, May 2nd.
Jews have lived in the region of the modern Czech Republic for more than a thousand years. Life for Jewish
communities there over the centuries was much the same
as it was for most of European Jewry: uncertain. The Jews
of the Czech lands were subjected to periodic fits of antiSemitic hostility and violence, sometimes even resulting
in temporary expulsion. However, nothing they had experienced during the previous millennium could have prepared them for what was to happen in the spring of 1939.
In March of that year, Nazi Germany invaded the recently
established nation of Czechoslovakia, and declared it a
“German Protectorate”. The Nazi military administration
immediately ordered Czechoslovakia’s Jews to wear a
yellow Star of David, signaling that they were now formally stripped of their citizenship and regarded as “no
longer wanted” (“unerwünscht”). Throughout Czechoslovakia, the Nazi authorities assumed control of Jewish
businesses and shut down Synagogues. In 1941, the Nazi
military began to deport Czechoslovakia’s Jews to slave
labor camps and killing centers.
Remarkably, in the midst of these deportations, the Nazi
regime suddenly announced that it would permit Czechoslovakia’s Jewish communities to store their ritual possessions in the Central Jewish Museum of Prague, the capital. As a result, during 1942, hundreds of packages containing Menorahs, Shofars, Tallesim, Tefillin, Mezuzahs,
Passover plates, Purim Scrolls and of course ornamented
Torah scrolls arrived at the doorstep of the small Central
Jewish Museum. The volume of Judaic objects sent by
Czechoslovakia’s synagogues was so great that more than
forty warehouses were required to shelter them. The
treasured items and their places of origin were painstakingly catalogued and recorded by the museum’s Judaic
scholars. During this period, over 50 Jewish staff members worked for the German authorities, creating what
would one day come to be known as Prague’s “Precious
Judaic Legacy“. When their work was completed, almost
all were deported to their deaths in Nazi concentration
camps.
What exactly was Germany’s interest in this enormous
storage project? Why didn’t the Nazi regime destroy

Czechoslovakian Jewry’s ritual objects as it had destroyed the same objects throughout Europe? And perhaps most baffling, what interest could Nazi Germany
have possibly had in the nearly two thousand Torah
scrolls stored in the Museum? Eventually, this enigma
gave rise to a rumor: The German government was hoping to one day turn the enormous collection of Judaica
amassed in Prague into a “Museum of an Extinct People.” Indeed, some even believed that the Torah scrolls
were meant to go up in flames in an enormous bonfire
celebrating Germany’s annihilation of European Jewry!
There is, however, absolutely no evidence in support of
any of these rumors. To this day, historians continue to
puzzle over the mystery of Prague’s Jewish Museum and
the survival of its Torah scrolls.
The next chapter in the story of the Holocaust Memorial
Scrolls is also shrouded in mystery: In 1948, just three
years after Germany’s defeat, Czechoslovakia was overrun yet again - this time by Soviet Russian troops, bringing the country under the hegemony of Soviet Russia.
Soviet Communism, which was officially antagonistic
toward all forms of religiosity, was especially hostile
toward Judaism. And the newly installed Communist
Czech government was no exception. No sooner had the
Russian occupation been completed, than the handful of
Jewish congregations that had survived the war were
compelled to close. (Most of Czechoslovakia’s Jews,
consisting of approximately 350 communities, had been
murdered by Nazi Germany.) Remarkably, however, the
Czech government decreed that Prague’s Jewish Museum would be protected and maintained by the Soviet
State of Czechoslovakia! Indeed, the museum would
henceforth be referred to as the “State Jewish Museum”.
What was the Soviet government’s interest in the museum? This question is the subject of much speculation.
Did the museum’s Judaic treasures serve as a Communist propaganda device, showing the world that, unlike Hitler’s racist fascism, Soviet Communism truly
cared about its ethnic groups? Was the museum maintained simply out of sensitivity to public opinion abroad?
Or was the museum seen as a possible attraction to foreign tourists and their dollars? This question may never
be satisfactorily answered.
In the late 1950’s, the Czech government decided that it
was no longer interested in preserving the Torah scrolls
stored in the museum. The scrolls were therefore transferred to a ruined, leaky synagogue in the outskirts of
Prague where they remained, stacked from floor to ceiling, condemned to slow decay.
Continued next page
3

Rabbi’s Article continued……..

fortunate congregations worldwide.

Remarkably however, in 1963, an agent of the Czech
government approached a London art dealer visiting
Prague with an odd question: “Do you have any interest in purchasing Jewish scrolls?” he asked. The art
dealer conveyed this strange offer to one of his customers, a noted Jewish philanthropist named Ralph
Yablon. Mr. Yablon, in turn, informed Rabbi Harold
Reinhart, spiritual leader of London’s Westminster
Synagogue about the matter. Rabbi Reinhart, who
was evidently intrigued, immediately dispatched an
expert to Prague to examine the Torah scrolls. The
report brought back by the expert propelled Rabbi
Reinhart to implore Mr. Yablon to negotiate a deal for
the scrolls with the Czech government at once. Mr.
Yablon did so, and indeed generously agreed to fund
the purchase of the scrolls himself. Thus in February,
1964, 1,564 Czech Torah scrolls arrived at the Westminster Synagogue of London!

Congregation or Shalom is one of these fortunate congregations! For in 1970, Civianne & Eric Bloch, longtime members of our Synagogue, traveled to London
in hopes of obtaining a Czech Memorial Torah. The
Torah they brought back with them is “Memorial
Scroll #984”, from the town of Sobeslav, written in the
year 1810. Years later, this Memorial Torah was generously reconditioned by Holly & Ian Green, also
longtime members of our Congregation.

During the next several months, Rabbi Reinhart assembled a team of local Orthodox rabbis who volunteered to inspect the Torah scrolls. The team was
tasked with the work of determining which were Kosher, which were so badly damaged that they could
only serve as memorials and which might be repaired.
It was decided by the rabbinical team that approximately 1,000 Torah scrolls were in need of repair. But
would these Torahs ever be rendered Kosher and used
again? According to a story that has assumed legendary status, an ultra-Orthodox Scribe by the name of
Rabbi David Brand happened to be in London at the
time looking for work. As he walked in the vicinity of
Hyde Park, he noticed the Westminster Synagogue,
and knocked on its door. Rabbi Brand, speaking in
Yiddish, asked, “Do you have any Torahs in need of
repair? “Yes!” came the receptionist’s enthusiastic
reply, “We have many! Do come in!” That serendipitous encounter appears to have been “bashert” – divinely meant to be: For over the next twenty-seven
years, Rabbi Brand performed his holy work in a
room at the Westminster synagogue! During those
years, he repaired approximately 1,000 Czech Torah
scrolls, rendering them Kosher for use in synagogues
around the world.

We read from our Memorial Scroll every Yom Kippur
and every Holocaust Memorial Day. It occupies a
cherished place in our Holy Ark, one of 1,564 silent
messengers. What is the message of these scrolls? To
my mind, it may be summarized in one Yiddish word:
“Gedenk!” “Remember!” “Please Remember us!”
With Shalom,

Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus

The 1,564 scrolls shortly after their arrival in London

Israel Day Parade
Sunday June 2, 2019
In New York City
Join tens of thousands of marchers and 100,000 spectators
in the world’s largest Jewish Parade! Come march up 5th
Avenue with the Rabbi. More information to come, check
your e-blast.

In the meantime, a “Memorial Scrolls Trust” was established at the Westminster Synagogue charged with
the mission of distributing the Czech Torahs to Jewish
communities, and keeping track of them. The Trust
has distributed 1,564 scrolls as “permanent loans”, to
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President’s Message

Yet to be successful, the efforts of those involved ex-

Typing my last article for the news-

tends well beyond the executive committee. The
Board of Directors, including the various committee
chairs, provide the leadership to Or Shalom to help
shape policies and procedures, develop new and exciting programming and support the synagogue.
Thank you to all of my fellow Board Members for your
contributions over the past two years.

letter it is hard to believe how fast
the last two years have gone. There
are so many thoughts going through
my mind and thinking of so many
people that have made my term so
personally rewarding and hopefully
in your opinion successful.

How can I start thanking people, beginning with Rabbi
Wainhaus? Being President, you get a different perspective of our long standing spiritual leader. You realize
that Rabbi Wainhaus is so much more, involved in every
committee, providing leadership to all aspects of the
synagogue operations and doing it day and night with a
genuine love for the entire Congregation. You realize
how fortunate Or Shalom has been to have this steady
hand as our leader and while President’s come and go
Rabbi Wainhaus adapts his ways to work with everyone
and make each term positive.

A President’s success is reliant upon the office and the
working relationship with the Office Administrator. I
have been fortunate to be able to share my presidency
with not only a wonderful person but a dear friend. Or
Shalom is lucky to have Rachel as our Office Administrator. She handles all temple matters with care and kindness no matter how important or trivial. She is available
24/7 dealing with synagogue events, last minute details
and the challenging emergency life events. Always taking things in stride – Rachel thank you for all that you do
and always putting the synagogue first.

No synagogue can operate as smoothly without a dedicated staff. We have been lucky to have a committed
group including Ileane, Manny, Wendy and our security
staff. Their efforts often go unnoticed and sometimes
not appreciated but for those involved in the day to day
realize that it is these hard working people that turn our
behind the scene chaos into orderliness.

Knowing to delegate is a critical skill one needs to quickly learn when taking over as President of a synagogue. I
have been fortunate over my term to have a wonderful
executive committee who have been willing to step up
whenever asked to take on an additional task, help out
on a committee and provide me with support as sensitive matters have arisen. Thank you, Edina, Sherri, Shari,
Sharon and Lisa, for making my two years so special and
at times easy.

Of course, that past two years could only have been
made possible with the love and support of my family.
To my wife Sherri, thank you for putting up with my
schedule. For the countless nights with meetings and
the various commitments you supported me through
them all and dealt with all of the extra family commitments. For my daughters, Samantha, Olivia and Ella,
for the missed dinners and school and sporting
events, I appreciate your understanding for allowing
me to put the synagogue first. Also, to my mom and
dad, thank you for listening and providing me with
your guidance. Or Shalom has been such a significant
part of my family for four generations and we are
looking forward to its bright future.
Ultimately, the success of a President’s term is up to
all of you – the congregation. I want to thank each of
you that have supported me over the past two years.
It has truly been an honor to serve over the congregation and carry on the traditions of the past presidents.
With Shalom,

Marc Franzman
President
Help the Synagogue’s Fundraising Effort Without
Spending Money or Volunteering?
Absolutely! Read How

Do you go grocery shopping? We all do. Do you shop at
ShopRite, Stop & Shop or Whole Foods? Most of us do even
if it is for a few things. Do you buy gas at Stop & Shop?
Many of us do that, too. Then you can help Or Shalom raise
money with very little effort on your part. Just buy gift cards
from Or Shalom and use them to shop at either ShopRite,
Stop & Shop or Whole Foods. The gift cards are the same as
cash and if you do not spend the entire value of the card, you
get it back and can reuse it.
Or Shalom ears 5% on every card that you buy from us.
Think about it… if you spend $600 a month, that is $30 to Or
Shalom or $360 per year. Now if just 10 families participated, that is $3600 per year, but what if 50 families participated…. $18,000 would be raised! And no one has to spend any
additional money to make that happen!
Gift Cards (Scrip) are available during office hours M-T 10-4
pm and Friday until 3, or we can mail them to your home.
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Sisterhood
On April 6th Sisterhood held a Fashion Show at
Chicos in Milford
Look at all our Sisterhood Members hit the runway.
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Order a Leaf on The Tree of Life celebrating
Milestones, Simchas or someone special.
Leaf type:
Bronze $136
Silver $254
Gold $372

Continued from cover. (Landwirth Lecture)
Indeed, how can Judaism help us moderate these behaviors? Specifically, Rabbi Eisenberg’s study session will
focus on the wisdom of Maimonides’ “Golden Middle
Path”.
Rabbi Richard Eisenberg, born in Bridgeport, received
his ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary
and went on to a 35-year career as a congregational rabbi. He served as the Rabbi of Congregation B’nai Jacob
of Woodbridge for 13 years. In 2007, he received his
Certificate in Drug and Alcohol Counseling, and worked
for 10 years as a rehabilitation counselor at The APT
Foundation in New Haven. His current focus is applying Jewish principles of spirituality to addiction treatment. Rabbi Eisenberg has written for online magazines
such as Forward and Tablet on the current opioid crisis.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Tax Benefit for members Age 70 1/2 or older
If you are age 70½ or older by the end of the year, 2019,
and have traditional IRAs, and are required to take a
Required Minimum Deduction, RMD, and if the new
Standard Deduction exceeds your itemized deductions,
consider making your charitable donation, before December 31st, via a "Qualified Charitable Distribution" from your IRA.
Such distributions MUST be made directly to the Synagogue (or any charity) from your IRA administrator to
qualify as part of your RMD. The amount of the contribution is not included in your Adjusted Gross Income
which will result in both a State & Federal tax savings
by reducing the amount of your taxable portion of the
required minimum distribution and still allow you to
take the Standard Deduction.
Even if your itemized deductions for Medical, Taxes,
Mortgage Interest and Charitable Contributions (without
including the amount contributed via a "Qualified Charitable Distribution") exceed the Standard Allowance it
may save you Federal Income Taxes and by reducing
your Adjusted Gross Income taxable portion could potentially save you some Connecticut Income Taxes.
Joel Salzburg, Accountant

MEMBERSHIP RAFFLE

COS Men’s Club President Gary Michelson and
Roger Hess enjoying the Kosher for Passover Wine
Tasting held in April at Total Wine of Milford
Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 1 PM – 3 PM
Tower One Tower East
18 Tower Ln, New Haven, Connecticut 06519

Mah Jongg Tuesday
Looking to learn or play
Mah Jongg? We play in the Social
Hall on Tuesdays 1:00 pm. Contact
Lauren if you are interested contact
lseplowitz@gmail.com.

Want a chance to win $500 off your membership?
Sherri and Steve Swinkin won last year. Just
purchase (cash or check) a raffle
ticket $18.00 and your name will go
into the drawing. Winner will be
picked at the Annual Meeting on
May 20th. Call the office
203.799.2341 or mail in a check.
2019 High School Graduates and Their Families
We would like to invite your graduating High School
Senior and his/her family to the Holiday of Shavuot Service on June 9th at 7pm, when we will honor him/her
during the brief but moving Service. We’ll follow with
ice ream cake and blintzes, as is traditional! The holiday
of Shavuot is the “birthday” of the Torah.
It commemorates the night, 50 days after
Passover , when the Ten Commandments were revealed
to our ancestors, and then
communicated to the world.
Shavuot is customarily an occasion for celebrating milestones in
academic growth, especially
graduations! Please contact the
office @203.799.2341 to RSVP
by May 31st.
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE
MORNING MINYAN
Monday and Thursday mornings @7:30 am
Sunday @ 9:00 am
Attention: All Parents of College Students
We need new volunteers!!
The Koach Committee sends out holiday
packages to Or Shalom’s College students
during the year.
Email: coscarepackage@gmail.com Barbara Bacal if you
can help. Packages go out twice a year.

The Congregation Or Shalom Golf Tournament
is scheduled for June 3.
Last year we had 20 golfers.
We’d like more. Please –you can
help by

• Marking the date in your calendars
(Morning Tournament, over by approx.
2 PM)
• Get friends (members and non-members to join us
• Volunteer to help out on the day or on the committee
• Help get door prizes
• Help get sponsors (contact Harvey Remz or Gordon
Lann about this)

The Golf Tournament Committee is a
sub-committee of the Fundraising Committee
Or Shalom Golf Tournament is back!!

COLLEGE STUDENTS! SIGN UP NOW FOR
BIRTHRIGHT ISRAEL TO BOOST YOUR
“PRIORITY STATUS” FOR SUMMER 2019!
Just a timely note, reminding your college-age children to send their applications to Birthright Israel for
Summer 2019, and its amazing free trip….If you’re
wondering if Birthright (called Taglit”in Hebrew) is
for him/her, I guarantee you that when your child
stands at the Western Wall, surrounded by thousands
of Jewish people from every part of the globe, and the
“presence” of generations who dreamed about touching those hallowed stones, he/she’ll connect with his/
her Judaism in a way you may never have thought
possible!(& he/she will also come back saying “I had
an amazing time!”) NOTE: If you’re not
sure about which Birthright –sponsor to
select, the Rabbi’s two favorite
are:”Livnot/Birthright”...or Koach/
Birthright...Please feel free to call me and
discuss! Shalom!...Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus.
Ava Holden will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on June
8th. She is the daughter of Marla and Andrew
Holden. In addition to her
parents, Ava lives with her
sister, Rachel, and dog,
Luna. Ava is a 7th grader at
Amity Middle School in
Orange. She enjoys playing
volleyball, basketball and soccer as well as travelling and
spending time with her friends. Ava has been working hard to prepare for her special day and is looking
forward to celebrating with her family and friends.

SHAVUOT: June 8th– June 10th Shavuot is the “Birthday” of the Torah! It commemorates the night, 50 days after Passover, when the Ten Commandments were
revealed by our ancestors, and then communicated to the world. We’ll usher Shavuot in on Saturday night, June 8th at 7:30 pm, with a brief
service. As is customary, cheese blintzes will follow! Shavuot services continue on Sunday morning, June 9th at 9:30
am, when we’ll read the Ten Commandments from the Torah scroll, as we relive the moment our mothers and fathers
met G-d. On Sunday night, June 9th , at 7:00 pm, we’ll
honor our High School graduates. Ice cream
cake and blintzes to follow! And we'll gather
once again on Monday morning, June 10th
at 9:30 am for the concluding day of the holiday (Yizkor, a brief holiday Memorial Service will take place at approx. 11am) …And
once again, you guessed it, blintzes to follow

SAVE THE DATE
AUGUST 23, 2019 7:00 PM
8

Family Game Night
7:30 pm
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BRICK LIST
Email Nancy Katz @
nkatz411@gmail.com
REGULAR BRICKS $4 SILVER $7
$10 CHAI $18
REGULAR BRICKS

GOLD

To George Peltzmacher in memory of your beloved wife Leah
From: Marilyn Biagioni.
To: Fern and Roger Tausig in honor of the birth of your beloved
granddaughter Rafaela Rose
From: Beverly and Mike Propen.
To: Randi Slusky in memory of your beloved father Ronald Fox
From: Robin and Bill Fox
To: Renee Jacobson in memory of your beloved mother Honey Freeman
From: Judi & Paul Greenspan

SILVER BRICKS

To: Stuart Foster and Family in memory of your beloved daughter
Sarah
From: Deneen and Gary Pearl.

Please look out for eblast from YAHAD with Lag’B Omer/Step Up

YAHAD kids enjoyed some pre Purim fun making hamantashen cookies!
And singing songs.

Mitzvah
Day

Continued from cover (Shomrei– Or Award)

ARE YOU ABLE TO BE A MINYAN MAKER?

Eventually, Linda’s activity on behalf of our Synagogue
brought her to the highest level of leadership: In 2009 she became the President of Congregation Or Shalom. Linda’s Presidency came in the aftermath of a most challenging time in our
Congregation, and it fell to her to find a way to restore confidence and bring our community back to an even keel. In this,
she succeeded superbly. And remarkably, even as President,
Linda found the time to continue her activity on our Education
Committee. In fact, she made it a point to visit our classrooms
and conference with our teachers and principal, explaining,
“our children are our future!”

Dear Members,
As you know, it takes ten men/women of the Jewish faith over the age of 13 to create a “Minyan”, a
Jewish prayer quorum. Now, at most of our worship services we are blessed with a Minyan in attendance. However, there are times when we’re
informed that a member of the Synagogue is planning on coming to say Kaddish for a loved one,
and yet we are not confident that a Minyan will be
present for him/her! Well, it was for that reason
that a few years ago, our Ritual Committee invited
members of our Congregation to join a “MinyanMakers” email list and thereby try to ensure the
presence of a Minyan for our Congregants. And I
must say, the “Minyan-Makers” email list has
clearly proven to be an effective tool! HOWEVER,
it’s also become quite clear that our Minyan makers list is too small (It currently numbers approximately 23 members ).
Thus my appeal: Are you able to be a “Minyan
Maker”? Please know that including your name
on the “Minyan Maker” email list doesn’t imply
an expectation that you’ll respond affirmatively
each time we send out an appeal
for a Minyan; it just means that
you’ll try to help. If you are interested, please call the office
with your email address. G-d
bless you! Todah Rabbah!
Rabbi AW

But it was Linda’s activity following her tenure as President
that inspired many, and truly moved the Synagogue to present
her with our Shomrei Or Award. For no sooner had Linda
passed the gavel of her Presidency to her successor, than she
resumed her work once again as “Chairman Linda” – Chairman, that is, of the Adult Education Committee once again!
And once again, her leadership bore fruit, even in the face of
her medical and physical challenges. The movie series we
enjoy every winter and summer, for example, dates to her second stint as Chairman of the Adult Education Committee.
So… How shall we characterize Linda’s longtime, ongoing
leadership in our community? Perhaps it’s best capsulized in
a slogan that is often on her lips: “…Or Shalom may not be a
large Synagogue, but it’s the ‘Engine That Could!” Well, Linda, YOU have been our community’s “Engine That Could!”
Mazel Tov to Marc & Amy and their finest work, Max & Elle,
who are so proud of their Bubbie! Mazel Tov, Linda!!
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The Social Action Committee Mitzvah of the Month
collections helps those less fortunate in our community.
Thank you to all who donated prom dresses men’s suits
and tuxedos, food for the Jewish Family Service Food
Pantry and toiletries for the homeless. Our collection in
May is diapers and wipes for families at risk. Collections
take a hiatus for a few months and begins again in September with Operation Isiah.
We are inviting Religious School families to participate in
an important project…preparing dinner for residents of
the Spooner House Shelter in Shelton. The Social Action
Committee is proud of its longest running project. Spooner House is a Shelter for the homeless in Shelton that is
run by ACT—Area Congregation s Together. Many Or
Shalom Congregants have participated in this project for
the past 25 years. We are the only Synagogue among the
many churches that provide meals to Spooner House. Or
Shalom members of all ages find this project very satisfying. Volunteer families may bring home-prepared or takeout items for dinner. As an alternative, volunteer families
can arrange to prepare the meal and/or serve the meal at
the Shelter. To volunteer, please contact project coordinator Margie Shapiro at margieshap@gmail.com.
We also support the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen
(D.E.S.K.). Or Shalom is responsible for one evening every month from 4:15-6 pm at 311 Temple Street, New Haven. We need volunteer servers to continue participating
this year. D.E.S.K. feeds over 300 people daily with only
3 paid staff and hundreds of volunteer. IT IS EASY.
THERE IS NO COST, NO FOOD PREPARATION,
JUST YOUR PRESENCE. IT IS PEOPLE HELPING
PEOPLE. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED MONTHLY.
To volunteer, please contact Irene Lebov at
iclebov@yahoo.com.
The Chesed Project is a network of
volunteers who bring to life the
meaning of Chesed-- kindness -- by
providing assistance to Synagogue
members facing difficulties related
to health, loss and grief. Coordinated activities may include phone
calls and visits to Congregants. These are friendly visits to
Congregants who may be home-bound or in a facility.
Shiva support involves bringing a challah and Shabbat
candles to the newly bereaved. We can also provide rides
to services for those members who request them. We have
a list of volunteers to assist us in this project, on an occasional basis. If you are interested in helping with this project, please contact project coordinator Civianne Bloch at
bubby036@gmail.com

is live! ! You can see it here: https://
jewishnewhaven.org/refugee-resettlement. You can easily make online donations now on the home page of the
JCARR website or directly here: https://
jewishnewhaven.org/refugee-resettlement/give. Resettlement expenses are especially high in the first couple of
months of a new family's settling in to our community. We pay interpreters until the family gains proficiency in English.
CURRENT NEEDS: Volunteer for PR
We’re looking for a volunteer to help with JCARR’s
website and Facebook page, photos, etc. To sign up,
contact please contact Kim Braun, Volunteer Coordinator, volunteerjcarr@gmail.com or kim.braun.cohen@gmail.com or
(917)733-7445 - texts are welcome.This project is coordinated by Nancy Kline at nancykline@gmail.com.
The Social Action Committee has partnered with Interfaith Volunteer Care Givers (IVCG) to provide
transportation to senior members of our congregation to
medical appointments. IVCG is a non-profit organization
that supports seniors (60+) who want to continue living
in their own home. Financial support for IVCG comes
from Agency on Aging of South Central CT, civic
groups, foundations, and individuals. This free service is
available to residents in towns of greater New Haven
regardless of religious affiliation, ethnicity or economic
circumstances. Requests for a ride need to be made one
week in advance once a registration form is submitted to
IVCG. You can also request an Or Shalom IVCG volunteer to drive you. To register for this service, please contact Joe Shapiro at joeshap@optonline.net or call 203799-2108.
Or Shalom Members who would like to volunteer to provide rides to doctor appointments are encouraged to apply. IVCG carries CIMA insurance which covers all registered volunteers. After a background check and a training session with staff, volunteers will be matched with
seniors for this service. To volunteer to provide rides for
seniors to doctor appointments, please contact Roger
Tausig at rogertausig@yahoo.com or call 203-605-5151.
If you are interested in joining this multi-faceted
committee, please contact Committee Chair Roz
Klein at kleinroz228@gmail.com.

We are participating in the Jewish Community Alliance for Refugee Resettlement
(JCARR). We have resettled three refugee
families, who continue to need financial support and jobs as they become accustomed to
life in Connecticut. The new JCARR website
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CONTRIBUTIONS
GENERAL FUND
To: Marsha Cohen wishing you a very happy 70th
birthday
To: Minna Kaufman wishing you a very happy 70th
birthday
From: Marcia & Marvin Jamron; Robin &
Michael Ben-Eli
To: Gerri Cohen wishing you a very special birthday
To: Helen Blume wishing you a very happy &
healthy birthday
To: Jodi Green Kaplan in memory of your beloved
mother Barbara Green
From: Annette Kisner; Dan Jennes
To: Stuart Foster in memory of beloved daughter
Sarah
From: Larry & Rachelle Lambert; Robin &
Michael Ben-Eli
To: Debra Bushman in memory of your beloved
father Irwin Bushman
From: Robin & Michael Ben-Eli
To: Barbara Blosveren in honor of your Bat Mitzvah
Anniversary
From: Sheldon & Geraldine Natkin
To: Mitchell & Judy Adelstein in memory of your
beloved mother Marilyn Adelstein
To: Beverly & Alan Berkson in memory of your
beloved sister-in-law Lauren Mandel
From: Shelia & Larry Merriam
To: Rochelle Hutchings in honor of your engagement
From: The Weisblatt Family
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation:
Ross Dworet & Mychal Ward; Hal Grossgold; The
Samuel Family; Faye Pite Beresner
To: Barbara Blosveren in honor of your Bat Mitzvah
Anniversary
From: Jeffrey Leibell & Susan Stillman
To: Deneen & Gary Pearl in honor of your grandson
Levi Rogan Pearl
To: Barbara & George Lehrer in honor of your
grandson Landon Grey Lehrer
To: Fern & Roger Tausig in honor of your
granddaughter Rafaela Rose
To: Barbara & Marc Blosveren in honor of your
grandson Benjamin Robert Kramer
To: Marsha Cohen in honor of your 70th birthday
To: Minna & Lew Kaufman in honor of your 70th
birthdays
From: Lauren & Paul Seplowitz
To: Arlene Schwartz in honor of milestone birthday
From: Marcia & Marvin Jamron

To: Stu Foster in memory of your beloved daughter
Sarah
From: Lauren & Paul Seplowitz; Dale Hurwitz;
Dara & Royce Brosler; Susan Alpert
ANN & BURTON KAPLAN FUND
In memory of my beloved sister Ann Kaplan
In memory of my beloved parents Kathlyn & Herbert
Magram
From: Molly & Jeff Schpero
In memory of my darling beloved daughter Ann
Schpero Kaplan
To: Sondra Berkman in memory of your beloved
daughter Susan Berkman Rozenblat
From: Edith Schpero
EDUCATION FUND
To: Bob, Heidi & Betsy Kelso in memory of beloved
wife & mother Inez Kelso
From: Irma & Joel Nesson
SOCIAL ACTION FUND
A donation from Miriam Edberg
To: Barbara Blosveren in honor of your Bat Mitzvah
Anniversary
To: Marsha Cohen wishing you a very happy 70th
Birthday
To: Minna Kaufman wishing you a very happy 70th
birthday
From: Elaine & Sid Klein
HERB WIENER BREAKFAST FUND
(MORNING MINYAN)
A donation from Boots & Julius Landwirth
To: Nancy & Larry Kline “Thank you’
From: Regina Wolf
To: Minna Kaufman in honor of your 70th birthday
From: Shirley & Howard Fiedler
To: Sigita Rosen in memory of your beloved
husband Stan Rosen
To: Robert Opotzner in memory of your beloved
mother Jacqueline Opotzner
To: Randi Slusky in memory of your beloved father
Ronald Fox
From: Mitch & Abby Goldblatt
In memory of my beloved wife Linda Landwirth
From: Julius Landwirth
SALE OF HAMETZ
Rochelle Hutchings; Annette Kisner; Nancy & Larry
Kline; Franklin & Bernice Konowitz; Larry &
Rachelle Lambert; Gordon & Susan Lann; Samuel &
Patricia Mirlis; Carl & Maria Russell; Judy Sprotzer;
Linda Towbin, Shirley & Howard Fiedler; Lorna &
Paul Pincus; Joel & Alexandra Saltzberg; Regina
Wolf; Syd & Elaine Klein; Marty Schulman &
Family; Leslie & Joel Wasserman and Family; Bob
Oshrin; Boots & Jules Landwirth; Rosanne Lazar;
Nadine & Arthur Klein; Lisa & Michael Safian
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TREE OF LIFE:
A gold leaf in honor of our children; Amy, Mindy
& David
A bronze leaf in honor of our grandchildren;
Ethan, Rafael & Levi
A bronze leaf in our of our grandchildren;
Benjamin, Orli & Noa
From: Beverly & Michael Propen
YAHRZEIT FUND IN MEMORY OF:
Melvin Laubstein beloved husband of Deeva
Laubstein
Murray Grossgold beloved father of Robin Allen
Mary Schoen beloved grandmother of Beverly
Propen
Matthew Jacob Barstein beloved grandson of
Harriet & Noel Barstein
Ann Lambert beloved mother of Larry Lambert
Joseph Barstein beloved father of Noel Barstein
Herman & Edith Kinstler beloved parents of
Martin Kinstler
David & Adele Rusoff beloved parents of Judith
Kinstler
William Markowitz beloved father of Regina Wolf
Percy Sherman beloved father of Sue Davis
Benjamin Arons beloved great-uncle of Marvin
Arons
Samuel Katz beloved father of Martin Katz
Morris Soloway beloved grandfather of Lewis
Kaufman
Jack Evans beloved father of Peter Evans
Sam Kaufman beloved father of Michael Kaufman
Marcia Schwartz beloved mother of Peter E.
Schwartz
Nathan E. Cooper beloved father of Nancy Mahon
Ruben Grossman beloved father of Deeva
Laubstein
Rebecca Jacobson beloved wife of Leon Jacobson
Max Schlesinger beloved father of Caroline
Begelfer
Sue Taxier beloved grandmother of Helene
Williams & Todd Miller
Stephanie Davis beloved daughter of Gus & Sue
Davis
Helen Wisot beloved mother of Richard & Elaine
Wisot
Bessie Levy beloved mother of Irma Nesson
Selma H. Young beloved mother of Jayne
Markman
Dina Raisselle Peck beloved mother of Arnold
Peck
Dorothy Arons beloved mother of Jane Kasper
Stephen & Richard Bernstein beloved brothers of
Jeffrey Kornblut

Jacques Edberg beloved father-in-law & grandfather
of Miriam Edberg & family
Freda Kaufman beloved mother of Lewis Kaufman
Barry Novenstein beloved husband & father of the
Novenstein Family
Stanley Leben beloved husband & father of Irene &
Ami Leben & Joy Kraus
Helen Wasserman beloved mother of Arline & Larry
Goldberg
Jacob Mayer beloved father of Susan Krasnow
Frances Moskowitz beloved mother-in-law of Judith
Moskowitz
Irene Swirsky beloved mother of Myron & Ina Geller
Belle Kupsky beloved mother of Naomi Young
Elisabeth Markowitz beloved mother of Regina Wolf
Edward Kaufman beloved father of William Kaufman
Ted Wolkowitz beloved uncle of Myron Yudkin
Samuel Frumer beloved husband of Sylvia Kreiger
Frumer
Elizabeth Jennes beloved grandmother of Dan Jennes
Samuel Philip Sprotzer, M.D. beloved husband of
Judy Sprotzer
George Flaks beloved father of Michael Flaks
Abraham Phillips beloved father & grandfather of
Freda Galanty & Tobie Rockwell
Minna Wolf beloved mother of Rosalie Goldstein

ANNUAL CEMETERY MEMORIAL SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 22, 2019
Please join Rabbi Wainhaus as he officiates at the Cemetery
Services on: Sunday, September 22, 2019 at the following
times:
12:30 pm- Beth Israel Cemetery, Shelton
1:30 pm-Beth Israel Cemetery, Orange
2:30 pm-Or Shalom Cemetery, West Haven
If you would like to send a donation in memory of your loved
ones, please complete the form below and mail to the office
with your check. We thank you for your kind support.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------CEMETERY MEMORIAL SERVICE, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019
NAME ___________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF____________________________________
DONATION $______________________________________
Please mail: Congregation Or Shalom, 205 Old Grassy Hill Rd,
Orange, CT 06477
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Gourmet Kosher catering for all occasions

You or someone you
know can place their ad
here. Please call the
office for details.
203.799.2341

70 Bradley Rd, Woodbridge, CT 06525 (203) 389-2300

Amazon
Shopping

SMILE
Commission

Shop Amazon.com using the link below and Or Shalom
will receive a commission! It is easy---no cards, no
codes, no signing up. Just follow the link and shop!
Click on this link to get started:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0874061

Use Auto-Purchase for
Monthly Grocery Gift Cards!
Many Congregants have asked for it and now it is available.
We know you want to support Or Shalom’s Gift Card program
but don’t always remember. So we are making it even easier.
Use the form on the website to submit and sign up for
monthly auto-purchase. On the first of each month, we will
charge your credit card for the amount you specify and mail
the gift cards (Stop & Shop or ShopRite) to you. All you need
to do is email us confirmation that you received the cards! It
is that easy!

If you have any questions, contact Rachel
or Ileane in the office for more
information.

ZUMBA Gold at
Congregation Or Shalom
Or Shalom of Orange announces the continuation
of ZUMBA Gold on Tuesday night from 7-8 p.m.
Routines are simple and easy to follow for EVERYONE at any age or level. Fun and upbeat music
create a party atmosphere. You will burn hundreds
of calories and meet new friends. First class FREE.
Contact Temple at 203.799.2341 or 203.314.8176
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Come visit us at our new
Location:

ShopRite,
Garafalo Markets
935 Boston Post Road
Milford, CT 06460

95 Amity Road, New Haven (203) 389-1723
info@westvillekosher.com
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