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Did you know that  

Congregation Or Shalom’s 

 mortgage has just been  

entirely paid off? … 

It’s TRUE!!   

The Zwerdling Family -  

Linda and her son Marc – have 

done this wonderful Mitzvah 

as an expression of love for  

Marty Zwerdling z”l, may his 

memory be a blessing, Linda’s  

husband and Marc’s father.   

SO… PLEASE STAY TUNED 

FOR A PARTY THIS SPRING, 

CELEBRATING:  

The burning of our mortgage 

…AND …Rabbi Wainhaus’ 

40th anniversary as our  

spiritual leader! Be on the 

lookout for more information 

about this dual celebration!  
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Congregation Or Shalom’s  

Guiding Principles: 

To serve as a vibrant center for the practice and 

teaching of Conservative Judaism; to create a 

spiritual and social atmosphere in which Congregants 

feel part of a larger Synagogue family.  

Lighting Shabbat Candles 

A Peaceful Way to Usher in the Sabbath 
It is customary to light candles Friday evening in the home 

for Shabbat approximately 18 minutes prior to sunset. Here 

are candle lighting times for November & December  in 

Greater New Haven: 
 

November 5  5:24p.m. 

November 12  4:17p.m. 

November 19 4:11p.m. 

November 26 4:07p.m. 

December 3 4:05p.m. 

December 10 4:04p.m. 

December 17 4:06p.m. 

December 24 4:09p.m. 

December 31 4:14p.m. 

 TODAH RABAH: 
 

To: John Kelman, Harvey Remz, Paul Seplowitz, 

Jonathan Glassman, Gary Michelson, Roger Hess, 

Bernice & Franklin Konowitz for sprucing up the 

Healing Garden.   

To: Harvey Remz, Mary Jane Remz, Gary  

Michelson, Paul Seplowitz, Mitch Goldblatt and 

Seth Hollander for the Men’s Club BBQ. 

To: Gary Michelson, Harvey Remz, Sid Klein,  

Larry Lambert and Seth Hollander for setting up 

and taking down the Sukkah. 

To: Larry Lambert for changing the Torah and 

Bimah covering for the high holidays, and setting 

out prayer books.    

To: Larry Lambert for always being our  

synagogue photographer at events.   

To: Leslie Wasserman for scheduling and getting 

the Bimah cover and Torah covers repaired.   

To: Ileane for leading October’s book discussion.  

To: Benny Becker, who beautifully restored our 

Bimah table cover. 

Shabbat Services: In-person & Zoom 
Please join us  

Fridays @ 7:30 pm 
Saturdays @ 9:30 am  

Check your email for links  
or call the office 

203.799.2341 

Help the Synagogue’s Fundraising  
Effort Without Spending Money or Volunteering 

Do you shop at ShopRite, Stop & Shop or Big Y? 
Most of us do, even if it is for a few things.  Do you 
buy gas at Stop & Shop? Many of us do that too.  
Then you can help Or Shalom raise money with very 
little effort on your part. Just buy gift cards from Or 
Shalom and use them to shop at ShopRite, Stop & 
Shop or Big Y.  The gift cards are the same as cash 
and if you do not spend the entire value of the card, 
you get it back and can reuse it.  Or Shalom earns 5% 
on every card that you buy from us.  Gift Cards 
(Scrip) are available through the office, 203.799.2341 

MILESTONES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Rhea Paul joyfully announces the birth of her 

granddaughter Gali Rifka, born to her daughter 

and son-in-law Aviva and Michael Real 

 

Rhona Ceppos joyfully announces the marriage of 

her daughter Morgan Haley Abel to  

Daniel Walter Kraver 

 

Marcy and Ira Zoock joyfully announce the birth 

of their grandson, Alex Zachary, born to their 

daughter and son-in-law, 

 Melissa and Ryan Mulholland 

Or Shalom Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

10:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 10:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

Call us at 203-799-2341 

Moved or changed your email address?  
Please contact the office and 

let us know.  

REMEMBER THE NEEDY DURING  
THE PANDEMIC 

Kindly drop off  non-perishable food at Wendy Novick’s 
front door.  Please call the synagogue 203.799.2341  

for details!   
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 From the Rabbi… 
BELONG TO THE TRIBE; AVOID TRIBALISM  

A number of members have inquired about the 
availability of a written version of my Yom 
Kippur sermon.  The article below is my  

synopsis of the sermon’s message.   
 
Happy Thanksgiving & Happy Hanukah to all! 
Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus 
       ************ 
 
 “Imagine all the people, 
 Living life in peace! 
 You may say I'm a dreamer, 
 But I'm not the only one; 
 I hope someday you'll join us 
 And the world will be as one!” 
 
I love John Lennon’s song, “Imagine.” I quote it often, 
and I’ve even sung it from the Bimah a number of times. 
But there’s one stanza in Lennon’s song that I utterly  
disagree with, and will never sing: 
 
 “Imagine there's no countries, 
 It isn't hard to do… 
 And no religion, too, 
 Imagine all the people 
 Living life in peace!” 
 
Judging from that stanza, Lennon clearly believed that our 
religious and national ties prevent peace from taking 
place. I, however, completely disagree. I believe that the 
human being was created to belong to a community, and 
indeed longs to belong to a community. I believe that be-
longing to a community is a blessing; and that those who 
enjoy a feeling of kinship with a specific group of people 
are truly fortunate. Now, we all know that shared reli-
gious and national ties greatly enhance one’s sense of be-
longing to a group. Why then, would we want to throw 
away our national and religious ties - especially these 
days, when loneliness and isolation have become public 
health problems in our society?  
 
On the other hand - and this is the crux of the human  
challenge - for every “in-group” there’s an “out-group”; 
for every “us” there’s a “them.” How then can we enjoy 
the blessing of belonging without becoming narrow  
tribalists?  How can we maintain a sense of belonging to a 
group without looking down on those who don’t belong 
to our group?  Indeed, so many of the atrocities  
perpetrated throughout history were made possible by the 
unfortunate human tendency to regard those who don’t 
belong to our group as being of lesser worth than us.  And 
the challenge becomes all the more difficult when we 
speak of the powerful emotions unleashed by religion and 
national identity! 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, z”l who passed away last 
November, devoted much of his life to grappling with this 
very question.  Rabbi Sacks, Emeritus Chief Rabbi of 

Great Britain and the British Commonwealth, was one of 
the rabbinical giants of our day.  His writings and  
speeches convey profound words of warning and wisdom 
concerning the dangers of toxic belonging. In his  
bestseller, “The Dignity of Difference,” written as a  
commentary to the catastrophe of 9-11, Rabbi Sacks 
wrote the following, which I’ve paraphrased: 
 
“Tribal thinking is the belief that those who do not come 
from my tribe do not share my humanity.  It is the belief 
that they are at best second-class citizens, and at worst 
they forfeit the sanctity of life itself. From tribalism 
flowed the Crusades; from tribalism flowed Jihads; from 
tribalism, came the Holocaust.” 

But, Rabbi Sacks contends, it was precisely this danger 
that was the subject of one the Bible’s most important 
messages to the world:   

“…Nowhere is the uniqueness of biblical ethics more  
evident than in its treatment of the problem of those who 
are not like us. This is what makes the Torah most  
unusual in the history of  moral thought. The Bible  
commands in only one verse, “You shall love your  
neighbor as yourself.” But the Bible commands us to 
“love the stranger” 36 times! For example, 
 
“When a stranger lives with you in the Promised Land, do 
not mistreat him/her. He/She ought to be treated like the 
native born. Love the stranger as yourself, for you  
yourselves were strangers in the land of Egypt!” 
 
 “Only those who were once slaves understand at the core 
of their being why it is wrong to enslave others. Only 
those who have felt the loneliness of being strangers find 
it natural to identify with strangers!” 

Rabbi Sacks, in short, maintains, that one of the Bible’s 
basic messages to the world was: “You shall not allow the 
blessing of belonging to deteriorate into hateful belong-
ing.”  And proving that this can be done, according to 
Rabbi Sacks, is precisely one of the missions of the Jew-
ish people! For it was no accident that God commanded 
our ancestors, an ancient tribe, to convey this message to 
the world!  
 
After all, the very purpose of the Jewish people, declares 
Rabbi Sacks, is to model for the world how to belong to a 
group without disdaining those who do not belong to the 
group.  
 
Which brings me to America in the year 2021:  

For almost 20 years now, after the momentary spirit of 
unity we experienced in the aftermath of the 9-11  
catastrophe, we’ve watched our nation “tribalize” into 
essentially two warring camps – Conservatives and  
Progressives.   
 
 
Continued on page 11 
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From the President…. 

Social action is a major activity within 

our congregation and, as such, can  

involve the talents and passions of 

many of our membership. I want to  

provide some detail on an initiative that, 

with help from members of our Social 

Action committee, we have started with 

our fellow houses of worship in the Town of Orange. Some 

background first… 

Taken directly from Wikipedia, “Community Based  

Organization (CBO) refers to organizing aimed at making 

desired improvements to a community's social health,  

well-being, and overall functioning. Community  

organization occurs in geographically, psychosocially,  

culturally, spiritually, and digitally bounded communities” 

…and in houses of worship. Dr. Ron Wolfson (author of 

Relational Judaism) describes congregation-based  

community  

organizing (CBCO) as an approach that “grew out of the 

social justice world, a relational strategy that seeks to  

surface common concerns based on the self-interest of a 

community and then rally the people of that community to 

act. CBCO came directly from the playbook of the  

Industrial Arts Foundation, pioneered by Saul Alinsky in 

Chicago.” Mr. Alinsky taught that organized institutions 

acting together can have tremendous power for social good. 

You will recall that I wrote the following in the State of The 

Shul: 

We are Repairers. Practicing Judaism is a team 

effort, both within our immediate congregational 

community and out there in the world at large. We 

know we are part of something bigger. To make 

our religious observance really matter, the  

mustering of focused energy that offsets wrongness 

in today’s world is not optional…it’s required. Our 

social action initiatives encompass efforts locally, 

nationally, and even globally. We ally with other 

community organizations and service agencies 

that have like-minded goals for social justice and 

change. To do so is a force (for good) multiplier. 

 

With these ideas in mind, we have entered into a fledgling 

partnership with the other Orange houses of worship and 

named this partnership the Congregations of Orange  

Collaborative (COC). 

 

 

 

Our Mission: Together Helping Others 

 

Our Vision:  We are an interfaith committee grounded 

in the spirit of repairing the world by encouraging our  

participating congregations in Social Action projects.  

We are committed to: 

• improving the quality of life of people in need 

• strengthening relationships with our fellow  

congratulations 

• creating opportunities for our congregations to work 

together on mutual community service projects  

• The first joint project has been 

under discussion and in planning 

by the COC committee for the last 

couple of months and will take 

place in early December. Specific 

details will be forthcoming by  

separate flyer.  

 

This project is aimed at providing 

support for the Orange Food2Kids program. Taken from 

their website, “Orange Food2Kids is a volunteer-based  

charitable initiative working to fulfill its mission to feed 

school children who have little or no food resources 

when away from school. We purchase, pack and deliver 

bags of kid-friendly meals and snacks to families in 

need. For some children, school isn’t just a place of 

learning — it’s also their only reliable source of food. 

Food insecurity can impact a child’s ability to learn and 

even diminish their ability to make friends and nourish 

positive relationships. The lack of proper  

nutrition can also negatively impact a child’s physical, 

social, and emotional health.” 

 

For our congregational communities, we hope that this 

first step represents a budding future in community 

based organizational activities. We trust that the  

leverage the COC can bring to bear upon the social 

needs in our town may, indeed, be demonstrative of 

what our congregations can do together. 

If we are truly to be repairers, let’s do it. 

B’shalom, 

 

Bob Spaulding  
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Operation Isaiah 
 

Each year, on Rosh Hashanah, we hand out 
brown paper shopping bags for Operation 
Isaiah, our annual Kol Nidre food drive.   
This year between the donated food and the 

financial donations, we collected the equivalent of 3,836 
pounds of food and $1688.00 in financial contributions. 
Thank you to those who donated.   

 

  

NEW MEMBERS  

Harriet Borrack 

Alice & John DiNicola 

Marian & Abram Katz  

Thursday November 18th at 7:00 pm 
The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen 
Discussion led by Rachel Ranis 
 

Absorbing, delightful, hilarious, 
breathtaking and the best and most rel-
evant novel I’ve read in what feels like 
forever."  —Taffy Brodesser-Akner, 
The New York Times Book Review  

 

Corbin College, not quite upstate New York, winter 
1959–1960: Ruben Blum, a Jewish historian—but not 
an historian of the Jews—is co-opted onto a hiring 
committee to review the application of an exiled Israe-
li scholar specializing in the Spanish Inquisition. 
When Benzion Netanyahu shows up for an interview, 
family unexpectedly in tow, Blum plays the reluctant 
host to guests who proceed to lay waste to his Ameri-
can complacencies. Mixing fiction with nonfiction, the 
campus novel with the lecture, The Netanyahus is a 
wildly inventive, genre-bending comedy of blending, 
identity, and politics that finds Joshua Cohen at the 
height of his powers.  

 
Thursday December 16th at 7:00 pm 
The Night She Disappeared by Lisa 
Jewell Discussion led by Caryl Winter 
 

INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 

On a beautiful summer night in a 
charming English suburb, a young 
woman and her boyfriend disappear 
after partying at the massive country 

estate of a new college friend. 
 One year later, a writer moves into a cottage 
on the edge of the woods that border the same estate. 
Known locally as the Dark Place, the dense forest is 
the writer’s favorite area for long walks and it’s on 
one such walk that she stumbles upon a mysterious 
note that simply reads, “DIG HERE.” 

 Could this be a clue towards what has hap-
pened to the missing young couple? And what exactly 
is buried in this haunted ground? 
 With her signature “rich, dark, and intricately 
twisted” (Ruth Ware, New York Times bestselling au-
thor) prose, Lisa Jewell has crafted a dazzling work of 
suspense that will keep you on the edge of your seat 
until the final page. 

Contact the office at 203.799.2341 to 
get the Zoom registration link  
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YAHAD IS OFF TO A GREAT START! 

Shalom, Yahad is off to a great start.  We have completed six weeks of school.  The students are settling into a nice 
routine.  The year started with the students walking to Wright’s Pond for Tashlich and enjoyed a snack of apples and 
honey. Sukkot was celebrated by having the 7th graders help our Men’s Club build the sukkah and each grade made 
decorations for each synagogue to hang in their own sukkah.   We have brought back Israeli dancing this year with 
Asya.  For Hanukkah our students will be making olive oil and a special Hanukkah craft designed by our member 
Deborah Edery.  Our seventh graders have gone on two trips.  The first was to the Orchard Street Synagogue in New 
Haven.  The second was to our own cemetery in Orange to place flags for Veteran’s Day and learn about death and 
dying and the Jewish customs.   
Thank you to Larry Lambert for capturing these special  
moments for us.   
 
With Shalom, 
Rachel  
Yahad Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov!! On your Bar Mitzvah!  

Hudson Nathaniel Lee celebrated 

his Bar Mitzvah November 13, 

2021 at Grassy Hill Country 

Club. Hudson is a 7th Grader at 

Amity Jr High in Orange. He is 

the son of Frank and Stacey Lee. 

Hudson has 2 older brothers,  

Jackson and Carson. He also has a 

dog named Gunther. Hudson fol-

lows all sports but his passion is 

baseball which he lives, breathes and plays hard.  

  The Rabbi’s Wednesday morning  
“Coffee &… Learn” Class: 

 IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM 
 Will begin on December 1, 11am-Noon 

TOPIC: THE  BIBLE'S TOP TEN MOST IMPORTANT VERSES   

In this course, Rabbi Wainhaus will explore Judaism's most  

important ideological contributions to human civiliza-

tion.  The course is based on the idea that the essence of the 

Bible’s message can be discovered in 10 key verses 

All Welcome!*current masking and social distancing will be in 

place if you attend in person.  Call the office for Zoom link.  

 ILR, The Institute for Learning in Retirement 
Invites You to Join Us for Rabbi Wainhaus’ Talk: 

 
THE MULTI-DIMENSIONALITY OF THE BIBLE 
Date:  Wednesday, November 24 
Time: 11:00am-12:00 noon 
 

The Bible has appealed to people of very different ages, 
eras, and circumstances. How have such dissimilar audi-
ences found such meaning in the very same book? The 
answer, according to Rabbi Wainhaus, lies in the Bible's 
"multi-dimensionality." The Bible's stories, he contends, 
were deliberately designed to convey multiple meanings 
to diverse readers, simultaneously. In this one-hour 
class, Rabbi Wainhaus will illustrate this with a text 
from the book of Genesis. 

Israeli Dance   

     Tashlich  

Building 

the  

sukkah  

     Tefilah 

Shaking the lulav and etrog 

 

 

At the time of printing our newsletter we have not  
received the details of the  Interfaith Community  
Service.  It is normally held on the Sunday evening  
before Thanksgiving.  As soon as we get the details we 
will email them to the congregation or please call the 
office 203.799.2341 as it gets closer.    
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GENERAL FUND 
A donation from Ed Selender 
To: Karla Franzman & family in memory of 
beloved husband Lee Franzman 
       From: Marla (Sender) Beck & family 
In honor of my granddaughter Beth  
Strumpf’s engagement 
       From: Manny Strumpf 
To: Shirley Fiedler happy birthday and many 
more. 
      From: Lynda & Eric Scheer  

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Appreciation: 
      From: Phylis B. Satin 
To: Marsha Cohen wishing you good health 
      From: Sue & Bruce Bergman 
To: Linda Zwerdling “Lev-Tov” 
      From: Brenda & Robert Brenner 
In honor of my grandson Ali’l’s Bar Mitzvah 
     From: Martin Schulman 
In honor of the marriage of our grandson & 
granddaughter-in-law Zachary Joseph and 
Hannah Reiner 
In honor of our High Holiday Honor 
   From: Marcia & Marvin Jamron 
In honor of Rabbi Wainhaus’s birthday 
    From: Ruby Benarroch & Don Sanders 
To: Elaine & Sid Klein in memory of your 
beloved niece Shana Stein 
      From: Janet Sender 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
To: David Silver in memory of your beloved 
brother Dr. Bob Silver 
      From: Doreen Testa 

SOCIAL ACTION 
To: Barbara & Marc Blosveren in honor of 
your new grandson Theo James 
      From: Joan Jacobson -Zamore 
To: Fern Tausig in honor of your 70th  
Birthday 
       From: Mitch & Abby Goldblatt 
To: Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Reiter in memory of 
your beloved son Howard Reiter 
       From: Doreen Testa 
To: Margie & Joe Shapiro wishing you the 
best in your new home 
       From: Elaine & Sid Klein 
To: Margie & Joe Shapiro Mazel Tov  
Granny & Poppy! Looking forward to  
having you closer! 
     From: Greg, Johana, Noah & Spencer 
Shapiro 

 

SOCIAL ACTION-SPOONER HOUSE 
To: Margie & Joe Shapiro a donation to Spooner House 
in your honor   
      From: Marsha & Barry Cohen; Arlene & Peter 
Schwartz & family; Rhea Paul; Lauren & Paul Seplowitz; 
Leslie & Joel Wasserman; Nancy & Larry Kline; Minna 
& Lew Kaufman; Elaine Chapman; Brenda & Robert 
Brenner; Beverly & Michael Propen; Linda & Michael 
Saffer; Barbara & Marc Blosveren; Irene & Bennett 
Lebov 

TREE OF LIFE 
To: Linda & Gilbert Feldman a bronze leaf in honor of 
your 60th Wedding Anniversary 
      From: Your loving children & grandchildren 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
To: Fern Tausig in honor of your 70th birthday (a  
Humash) 
      From: John & Christine Kelman 

HIGH HOLIDAY CEMETERY DONATIONS 
Lisa & Michael Schwartz 

FLOWERS FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAY 
Leslie Bufferd; Tova Clayman & Bob Spaulding; Gladys 
& Sidney Horowitz; Linda Ungerleider 

YAHRZEIT FUND IN MEMORY OF: 
Alfreda Shaker beloved grandmother of Jeffrey Kalman 
Leslie Berk beloved father of Karla Franzman 
John Freedman beloved father of Annette Kisner 
Estelle Sabow beloved sister of Marilyn Biagioni 
Harriet Batist beloved sister-in-law of Manny Strumpf 
Jennie Strumpf beloved mother of Manny Strumpf 
Jean & Jacques Bloch beloved parents of Elaine Shwartz 
Julius Bogen beloved father of Sharon Teller 
Pearl Teller beloved mother-in-law of Sharon Teller 
Rose Sandhaus beloved aunt of Sharon Teller 
Samuel Becker beloved father of Minna Kaufman 
Daniel Barash beloved son of Norma Barash 
Gladys Raskin beloved mother of Irene Leben 
Ephraim Kovel beloved husband & father of Ethel Kovel 
& Karen Adams  
Marty Zwerdling beloved husband of Linda Zwerdling 
Rhoda Benjamin beloved wife of Don Benjamin 
Samuel & Rose (Goldsmith) Benjamin beloved parents of 
Don Benjamin 
Helen Yudkin Lear beloved mother of Myron Yudkin 
Bernie Salzman beloved father of Lynda Mettler 
Sollie Kaufman beloved father of Lewis Kaufman 
Robert Kisner beloved husband of Annette Kisner 
Alan Sommers beloved father of Phil Sommers 
Harry Sender beloved father of Renee Cohen 
Audrey Schulman beloved mother of Lisa Safian 
Nathan Halpern beloved grandfather of Joel Young 
Earl Slusky beloved husband of Carole Slusky 
Edward Kasper beloved husband & father of Jane Kasper 
& family 
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David Ruff beloved father of Marty Ruff 
Ronnie Ferguson beloved son-in-law of Deeva 
Laubstein 
Arthur Rappaport beloved father of Elaine Klein & 
family 
Hilly Wisot beloved father of Richard & Elaine 
Wisot 
Dorothy Davis beloved mother of Gus Davis 
Michael Zamkov beloved father of Steven Zamkov 
Bernard & Glenda Salzman beloved parents of 
Cheri Charney 
Lillian Bernard beloved mother of Norma Barash 
Edward Kasper beloved friend of Marty Ruff 
Belle Savitt beloved mother of Herb Savitt 
Miriam Slater beloved sister of Larry Lambert 
Hyman Leben beloved father-in-law of Irene Leben 
Leon Kisner beloved father-in-law of Annette  
Kisner 
Gerald Livers beloved son of Renee Livers 
Benjamin Markman beloved father of Wes  
Markman 
Sherry Broder beloved sister of Lorna & Paul 
Pincus 
Norman Kantrow beloved brother of Linda 
Zwerdling 
Helen & Michael Landwirth beloved parents of 
Jules & Boots Landwirth 
Kenneth Ceppos beloved father of Rhona Ceppos 
Michael Rossman beloved father of Kim Formica 
Rebecca Snitkin beloved mother of Sylvia Frumer 
David Kreiger beloved husband of Sylvia Kreiger 
Frumer 
Lew Bufferd beloved father of Leslie Bufferd 
Bella Edberg beloved mother-in-law of Miriam  
Edberg 
Pearle Saresky beloved mother-in-law of Steven 
Zamkov 
Karen Marsh beloved wife of Herbert Marsh 

BRICK LIST 
REGULAR $5  SILVER $7     

GOLD $10  CHAI $18 
Email Nancy Katz  

REGULAR BRICKS: 
To: Theodore Elton in memory of your beloved 
wife Ruth 
       From: Marilyn Biagioni 

SILVER BRICK:  
To: Shirley Fiedler in memory of your beloved 
husband Howard Fiedler 
       From: Lauren & Paul Seplowitz 

Rabbi’s article continued from page 3  

We’ve watched Americans go from loathing the values 
of “those people” to actually loathing “those  
people.”  
 
Indeed, the polarization and divisiveness we experience 
these days in America belie the very words of our 
pledge of allegiance, “one nation under God.”  Thus, I 
believe, the Bible’s message, “Do not allow the blessing 
of belonging to slide into the curse of toxic belonging” 
is more relevant than ever on these American shores! 
And we Jews, rather than taking sides with one of the 
warring tribes, ought to be the conveyors of God’s  
message! We recipients of the Biblical heritage, ought 
to be in the forefront of healing the rupture that has 
opened up in our society, by bringing God’s message to 
America: “You may disagree with and even detest the 
‘strange’ ideas of others, but do not detest them… Love 
the stranger as yourself!”   
 
President Abraham Lincoln, trying to keep the United 
States in one piece, put it this way: 

“We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be  
enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not 
break our bonds of affection… The mystic chords of 
memory… will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when 
again touched… by the better angels of our nature.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Rabbi of Great Britain and the British Commonwealth,   
Lord Jonathan Sacks z”l in a private audience with Pope Ben-
edict XVI  

December  
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SAC carries out a number of one-time and ongoing 
activities to support our community. We have nearly 
20 active members and were thrilled to add four new 
people this fall.  We are always looking for new pro-
jects and new members to help carry them out! If you 
are interested in joining our committee to participate in 
any of our current activities or have ideas for new 
ways in which we might help our community, please 
contact our chair Nancy Kline at  
nancykline@gmail.com.  
 

Here are some of our current activities. We welcome 
your participation in any of them:  
 

Our MITZVAH of the MONTH collections help 
those less fortunate in our community. For November 
and December we are collecting non-perishable food 
(Nov.) and blankets and socks (Dec.). You can bring 
your donations to the Tzedakah (charity) Box in the 
lobby at the synagogue. Every month throughout the 
year, we continue to collect non-perishable food  
donations at Wendy Novick’s home, 358 Karen Drive, 
Orange.  
KNITTERS WANTED! Join our SAC project to knit 
winter hats for those in need in hospitals and shelters. 
This can be a relaxing and productive hobby for you. 
Find "loomahat.com" on YouTube, and go to "Loom 
Knit Hat for Beginners," for step-by-step instructions 
for all ages and skill levels. Contact Ruby Benarroch 
at 203-843-2675 for more information or to donate 
acrylic yarn. 
D.E.S.K., the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen. 
Before the pandemic began, SAC members served 
meals at D.E.S.K. once a month. Due to COVID-19, 
meals are not being served inside. D.E.S.K. still needs 
help, however, with delivering groceries, packing gro-
ceries, and distributing meals. They also need men’s 
large clothing, back packs or roller luggage, toiletries, 
menstrual products, and non-perishable food. You can 
leave any of these items in the Tzedakah Box at the 
synagogue. D.E.S.K. also needs financial donations. 
For more information, contact SAC member Roz 
Klein at kleinroz228@gmail.com. Or go to the 
D.E.S.K. New Haven website, www.deskct.org, con-
tact Charlie at volunteer@deskct.org, or call D.E.S.K. 
at 203-624-6426, ext. 6170.  
CHESED PROJECT is a network of SAC volunteers 
who demonstrate the meaning of Chesed — kindness 
— by providing assistance to Or Shalom members fac-
ing difficulties related to health, loss, or grief. Activi-
ties may include friendly phone calls, picking up gro-
ceries, or helping congregants with computer prob-
lems. If you know someone who could use this help, 
including yourself!, please contact project coordinators 
Minna Kaufman, minna@optonline.net, or Barbara 
Blosveren, barbarablosveren@gmail.com. 
SPOONER HOUSE. Spooner House is a shelter for 
homeless men, women, and children.  Located in Shel-

ton, the shelter serves people in New Haven and upper Fair-
field Counties. For many years, SAC has ensured that an 
evening meal is provided for residents at Spooner House on 
the third Sunday of every month.  Due to the pandemic, we 
are currently delivering food to their doorstep or having a 
local restaurant provide the meal. For more information, 
contact Ruby Benarroch at 203-843-2675. 
CONGREGATIONS OF ORANGE COLLABORA-
TIVE. SAC members initiated a relationship with the social 
action groups at other houses of worship in Orange. This 
group, the Congregations of Orange Collaborative, has been 
meeting virtually for several months, discussing possible 
joint activities. The first event, scheduled for the afternoon 
of our community-wide Thanksgiving service, is a pop-the-
trunk food drive geared toward children - in collaboration 
with the Orange Food Bank.  Check our weekly enews for 
details. It has been wonderful to meet other people who 
have the same goals to help the community. If you'd like to 
get involved, contact Nancy Kline, nancykline@gmail.com, 
or Lauren Seplowitz, lseplowitz@gmail.com. 
JCARR. The Jewish Community Alliance for Refugee 
Resettlement is a partnership of six New Haven area syna-
gogues (Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel, Congregation 
B’nai Jacob, Congregation Mishkan Israel, Congregation Or 
Shalom, Temple Emanuel, and Temple Beth David) and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven. As a co-sponsor 
with Integrated Refugee and Immigration Services (IRIS), 
the principal refugee resettlement agency in Connecticut, 
JCARR helps new refugee and immigrant families resettle 
in our community. We help families acclimate and adapt to 
life in their new community, working even before a family’s 
arrival to identify affordable housing, furnish and supply the 
home, and collect clothing and other basic necessities. Our 
sixth JCARR family (in our sixth year of sponsorship) is an 
elderly woman and her two middle-aged adult children. 
They have now been here since late summer and are making 
good progress. The son is enrolled in ESL classes and by 
now may have accepted a job from a restaurant owner who 
had contacted JCARR to say he wanted to hire refugees!  
While supporting our current families, JCARR is also work-
ing to prepare to aid one of the many Afghan refugee fami-
lies slated to come to New Haven. For more information, to 
volunteer, or to make a financial contribution, contact Jean 
Silk, JCARR Coordinator, at jsilk@jewishnewhaven.org. Or 
get in touch with Nancy Kline at nancykline@gmail.com.  
CONECT. SAC has been exploring a future relationship 
with CONECT, Congregations Organized for a New Con-
necticut. CONECT is a group of churches, synagogues, 
mosques, and civic organizations from New Haven and 
Fairfield Counties who have joined together to take action 
on social and economic justice issues in our state. They 
have been successful in making a difference on issues such 
as gun violence, health insurance rates, immigrant rights, 
and police reform. More to come in the spring about this 
potential new activity. 
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We are almost there!   

We have 51% participation.   

If the other 49% of the membership gave at 

least $18 we would exceed our goal this year!  

CURRENTLY PLEDGED  

$34,441.00 of our $36,000 goal 

The Annual Campaign allows us to keep our  
membership dues low by distributing the financial  
burden voluntarily to those who may be better able to 
afford it and lessens the burden on those who cannot as 
easily participate. 
During last year’s unprecedented year and now it seems 

to be overflowing into this year, the Annual Campaign 

Committee asks that you search your hearts and your 

souls to please contribute as you see fit.  Every  

contribution is important, no matter the amount.  Every 

contribution helps bring us closer to our goal, which this 

year is $36,000.  Your contribution helps the Synagogue 

to provide the services for the community and  

Congregation.  The Synagogue has new and unique 

challenges this coming year due to the COVID-19  

pandemic and the mitzvah of participating in the annual 

campaign has never been more critical to the financial 

stability of Congregation Or Shalom. 

Note, for now we are just looking for your pledge.  Your 

payments can be spread out through the year. Thank you 

in advance for your participation and generous  

contributions. 

As of 10/12/21 list of participants.   

The Annual Campaign Committee 

Susan Aaronson  
Karen Adams 
Stanley Alpert 
Kas Asher 
Judith & Stephen Atlas 
Katalin & Robert Baltimore 
Norma Barash  
Laurie & Benny Becker 
Ruby Benarroch &  

Don Sanders  
Linda & Jeff Berkley 
Carol & Seth Berman  
Civianne & Eric Bloch 
James Blume 
Elaine & Gerry Braffman  
Brenda & Robert Brenner 
Dara & Royce Brosler  
Les Bufferd 
Rhona Ceppos 
Elaine Chapman 
Janet Clayman  
Tova Clayman & 

Bob Spaulding 
Marsha & Barry Cohen  
Renee & Lew Cohen 
Hope Cooper 
Susan & Gus Davis  
Debbie & Paul Davis 
Miriam Edberg & 

 Michael Kaufman  
Debbie Farber  
Shirley Fiedler 
Robin & Bill Fox 
Sherri & Marc Franzman 
Josh Gold  
Bonnie Goldberg 
Judi & Arnie Goldberg  
Mitch & Abby Goldblatt 
Holly & Ian Green 
Judi & Paul Greenspan  
Lynn Greenspan 
Hal Grossgold 
Eric Hendlin 
Judith & Roger Hess  
Joan Holden 
Sylvia Horowitz 
Gladys & Sidney Horowitz 
Bonnie & Keith Indeck  
Marcia & Marvin Jamron 
Ileane Kaczynski 
Burt Kaplan  
Heidi Kaplan  
Jane Kasper 
Nancy & Martin Katz  
Carole & William Kaufman 
Judy & Martin Kinstler 
Elaine & Sid Klein  
Nadine & Arthur Klein 
Rosalyn Klein 
Nancy & Larry Kline 
Bernice & Franklin 
 Konowitz 
Rachelle & Larry Lambert  
Jules & Boots Landwirth  
Susan & Gordon Lann  
Deeva Laubstein 
Rosanne Lazar  

Irene & Bennett Lebov 
Barbara & Georg Lehrer  
Robert Lerman  
Ronda & Evan London 
Shari & Adam Mayerson 
Shelia & Larry Merriam  
Jan & Steve Miller 
David Moll 
Fran & Steven Morrow  
Marlene & Steven Moses  
Judi Moskowitz 
Irma & Joel Nesson  
Wendy & Ron Novick 
Bob Oshrin 
Arnold Peck  
Roberta Peck  
Linda Philips &  
      Chaim Litwin    
Donna & Martin  
 Pressman        
Rachel Ranis 
Pam Reis 
Harvey Remz 
Tobie Rockwell 
Helen & Harry Rosenberg 
Lawrence Rosenberg  
Molly & David Rudolf   
Marla & Carl Russell 
Linda & Michael Saffer 
Linda & Larry Saffran 
Edith Schpero  
Molly & Jeff Schpero  
Ila & Martin Schulman 
Arlene & Peter Schwartz 
Lisa & Michael Schwartz 
Maxine Schwartz 
Helen & Tracy Selmon  
Janet Sender  
Lauren & Paul Seplowitz  
Sherry & Larry Shanbrom 
Carol & Larry Shapiro  
Margie & Joe Shapiro 
Elaine & Steve Shwartz 
Laura & Cliff Skolnick 
Carol Slusky 
Greta Solomon 
Judy Sprotzer 
Carl Stanke 
Carol Steiner &  

James O’Brien 
Rachel Steigleder 
Sherri & Steve Swinkin  
Nancy & Don Tamis 
Sharon Teller 
Doreen Testa  
Linda Towbin  
Jodi & Jeff Viezel  
Eve Volk 
Patty & Wayne Warren 
Leslie & Joel Wasserman    
Ruth Friedman &  

Barry Wasserman  
Steven Weiner  
Elaine & Richard Wisot  
Toby & Michael Zabinski 
Marcy & Ira Zoock 
Linda Zwerdling  

Hanukkah Latkes  

We will have a very limited  
supply of latkes this year.  Our  
supplier is having a hard time  

getting them.   
They are $12 a box.  If you would 
like to order them, please call the 

office. 203.799.2341 

Join us for the First Night of Hanukkah  

Sunday November 28 at  5pm to light the 
menorah.  We will have treats to go!  

Rabbi will say the blessings and sing some 
songs) 
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Use Auto-Purchase for  
Monthly Grocery Gift Cards! 

Many Congregants have asked for it and now it is available.  
We know you want to support Or Shalom’s Gift Card program 
but don’t always remember.  So we are making it even easier. 
 

Use the form on the website to submit and sign up for 
monthly auto-purchase. On the first of each month, we will 
charge your credit card for the amount you specify and mail 
the gift cards (Stop & Shop, ShopRite or Big Y) to you.  All you 
need to do is email us confirmation that you received the 
cards! It is that easy! 
 

If you have any questions, contact Rachel  
or Ileane in the office for more 
information. 

 
 

 

Amazon SMILE 
Shopping Commission 

Shop Amazon.com using the link below and Or Shalom 
will receive a commission!  It is easy---no cards, no 
codes, no signing up. Just follow the link and shop! 

Click on this link to get started:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0874061 

 

 
Join us for the shopping frenzy you've been waiting for,  

connect with local artists and handmade markets from all 

over Connecticut. Whether you’re shopping for something  

special for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas or even  

Year-end employee gifts, you will find what you're looking 

for.  We invite you to a fun-filled day of activity for all ages. 

If you are a vendor contact Lindsey Barger, 

lbarger@jewishnewhaven.org 

Visit the JCC of New Haven’s Website to register  

www.jccnh.org 
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Come visit us  

Location:  

ShopRite,  

Garafalo Markets 

935 Boston Post Road 

Milford, CT 06460  

 

 

 

Scott Pearl, D.M.D.  

Order a Leaf on The Tree of Life celebrating  

Milestones, Simchas or someone special.   

Leaf type: 
Bronze $136 
Silver $254  
Gold $372 

If you or someone you know would like to place an ad 

here.  Call the Synagogue office for more information  

203.799.2341 
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